
MSBA 2023 LEGISLATIVE PRIORITIES
As the home of the legal profession, MSBA provides a strong voice and is a powerful advocate for our priorities on 
behalf of over 42,000 Maryland attorneys and legal professionals. A2JC, powered by the MSBA, drives systemic 
reforms and innovations to make the civil justice system accessible, equitable, and fair for all Marylanders.
This year’s priorities are supported by MSBA’s Legislative Program, recommendations of the Attorney General’s 
COVID-19 Access to Justice Task Force, and the Access to Counsel in Evictions Task Force.

1. SUPPORT FOR THE PROFESSION
Eliminate Contested Judicial Elections
The topic of circuit court judicial election procedure will be in focus again this year. For over 30 years, the MSBA 
has opposed the contested election of Maryland’s circuit court judges principally on ethical grounds, as partisan 
politics have no rightful place in our judicial selection process. It is anticipated that the Judiciary’s Judicial Selec-
tion Workgroup will submit recommendations on whether or not changes should be made to the current process 
to the General Assembly in January 2023. The MSBA currently serves on the Judicial Selection Workgroup and 
looks forward to a comprehensive, holistic approach that promotes diversity, professionalism, access to justice, 
and respect for the rule of law, and ensures that the most qualified judicial candidates are selected.

2. CONTINUED SUPPORT OF ACCESS TO COUNSEL AND CIVIL LEGAL AID FUNDING
a.) Secure Continuous State Funding for the Access to Counsel in Evictions Law

A2JC and MSBA, along with coalition partners, have made it a priority to fully fund the access to counsel 
in evictions law, through advocacy with the Governor’s Office and the General Assembly. A2JC and MSBA 
remain committed to securing a continuous and stable source of state funding to fully implement the law 
by 2025 and beyond.

b.) Increase Civil Legal Aid Funding
Since 2020, A2JC and MSBA have worked with coalition partners to secure over $40 million in funding for the 
Maryland Legal Services Corporation (MLSC), the largest funder of civil legal aid in Maryland. We will continue 
our push to educate legislators on the value of civil legal aid and increase the amount of civil legal aid funding. 
Civil legal aid makes it possible to access legal information, advice or representation when faced with a civil 
legal problem. It helps Marylanders navigate non-criminal legal issues affecting their livelihoods and families.

 
3. CRIMINAL JUSTICE

Comprehensive Expungement Reform
The MSBA remains committed to providing subject-matter expertise to the General Assembly, as it has done in 
previous sessions, related to expungement reform. The State Bar’s unique perspective and the knowledge of our 
legal practitioners will allow the MSBA to lead a comprehensive approach to Maryland’s expungement policies in 
the 2023 session and beyond.
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