
 

 
 
The purpose 3 fold: why you’re afraid, asylum process, gather relevant evidence  
 
2 parts: application + questions 
 
*Decision is going to be mailed. 
 
Placed under oath. Anything affecting memory or  
 
Did you ever apply for a U.S. visa?  
 
 Two separate visas. J-1 filed for me. I showed up to interview.  
 F-1 I applied for myself and  helped me with that application.  
 
Did you review the information in your U.S. visa applications before submitted? 
  
 J-1 I provided. No one asked me for review. F-1 I did review.  
 *H-1B not considered for this set of questions 
 
Did someone read back to your F-1 visa in a language you understand? 
  
 I completed it myself.  
 
Did you under the information in the visa app? Was it true? Yes to both. 
 
When you went to your interviews did you tell the truth on each occasion? Yes.  
 
Did anyone help you prepare for asylum? My attorney. *points to me.  
 
Did you review your application before they were submitted? Y 
 
Did you review the application in English before submission? Y 
 
Did you understand the info? Was everything true? Y to both. 
 
Are there any important events that were not included in your application? Y (both before and 
after filing) 
 
Are there things we need to change or update in the app? Y 

Update to name , ethnic ,  
 



Have you changed your status since entering the U.S.? 
 F-1 to OPT to H-1B, extended to  
 
Is the only place you worked in the U.S. ? 
 Internship  in  (satellite company) 
 Tutor for  (authorized? Yes, up to 20 hr a week on campus) 
 All internships on OPT 
 Are OPT docs in file? All I-20s are submitted  
 
Questions about why you are afraid of returning to Afghanistan 
 *Clearly you know what you’re talking about. There may be things that I don’t go over 
with you during the interview. If I gloss over, it’s not that it’s not important—just not   
 
Has anyone physically harmed or threatened you in the past? 
 Y, threats – girls having acid thrown on their faces/keeping distance from anyone on 
motorcycles; threat of school water being poisoned- water bottle and no refills; letter sent to 
school (all-girls) that we should stop going or they would ; sat in front row, 
bullets came through windows. Everybody ducked under tables, and I heard someone yelling at 
me to get down.  
 
Can you recall when the bullets incident occurred?  
 
When you say they who are you referring to? The Taliban 
 
When was the letter sent?  
 
Do you know who sent that letter? The Taliban 
 
Was anyone injured re bullets at school? No 
 
Were there any other occasions (bullets, letter) when your school was attacked?  
 Yes, election . Election Day. School hit by missiles by the Taliban. Thankfully no one 
was harmed b/c they had given the day off for elections.  
 
Do you know why your school in particular was targeted?  
 It was an all-girls school. We were right next to the boys’ school. Nothing ever happened 
to them. Girls were targeted.  
 
Did you ever have any face-to-face encounters with Taliban? 
 Y, when I was  Taliban had just taken over . I remember these two men 
chasing women.  The women were 
chased b/c they weren’t wearing hijab. I wasn’t wearing a scarf, so I was scared. I went and ran 
behind the bushes.  
 



Any other face-to-face encounters? 
 When we crossed the Pakistani border we were all questioned. My dad worked for the 
gov’t so he stayed behind. My mom’s brothers traveled down to accompany us. They asked me 
who he was. For my dad’s safety, I had to say that my uncle was my dad.  
 
Any others? 
 I think that might be it. I will speak up if I remember more throughout the interview.  
 
Why are you afraid of returning to Afghanistan? 
 I do know if I were to go back I will be tortured and killed for a lot of reasons I’ve 
outlined in my affidavit. And if none of those happens, I will for sure be forced to marry against 
my will and bring children into the world.  
 
So what is the most significant reason you believe you’ll be harmed? 
 This is for something as simple as wearing a hijab but not the way that the Taliban want 
you too. My little sister’s passport was going to expire in less than 6 mo. She went to the 
passport office in . She went to get a new passport, and she’s somebody who has lived in 
Afghanistan and conforms with what the Taliban want already. She just wasn’t dressed the way 
that the Taliban want her to dress. She was whipped by the Taliban. She went home and went 
back a few days later dressed the way that she was supposed to and they gave her a passport.  
 
Is there anything about you that makes you think the Taliban will target you? 
 I’m educated. I’ve lived in the U.S. for  years now. I’m outspoken. My family has been 
threatened b/c of me being here before. My dad was questioned. That’s why they relocated to 

 Last year I applied for a new passport. The country has been digitized. They have 
databases. I had to submit my address, where I’m employed, my H-1B. If I were to come back 
into the country, they’ll have the manifest. They’ll have my fingerprints. My sister worked for 
the  in . Her entire job was cataloging war crimes.  
 
That’s it. I can explain anything there.  
 
Besides what you mentioned, is there any other reason? 
 Yes. This is hard to talk about. Back home they so believe in virginity tests. There is 
honor killing even with my own cousins for having had sex outside of wedlock. My  cousin 
back in , she is , she got pregnant and she was murdered by her 
own dad. He saw no consequences because that is considered restoring the family’s honor. My 
mom’s , I got a call that she had died by suicide 
because she was pregnant at  and unmarried. She feared that if she didn’t do it herself that it 
was going to happen to her.  
 
So according to your declaration, you’ve left Islam since you left Afghanistan? 
 Yes. I grew up in a practicing Muslim family – I was. I prayed 5x day, fasted during 
Ramadan, wore hijab in U.S., but slowly, slowly, I didn’t believe in Islam. There were many 
reasons not to believe. The way women were treated was one. I know of the moment that I 





Sister documented war crimes in Kabul. Can you tell me about that? 
 She traveled between  and  to  

 documenting war crimes, taking evidence,  
. She did that to the last minute, on the night that Kabul fell. I am on 

the phone with her while she fills burlap sacks with documents for them to transport before the 
Taliban get to them. She was running around and we both knew that she could not go home 
because being the family would put a target on their backs. She ended up taking refuge in  

, and then she was contacted by the Danes. They gave her a location 
to meet, to wear a red scarf. She did and they evacuated her to Denmark.  
 
You said that  returning to the family home would put target. Why? 
 Her association with the . She is also someone who did not wear hijab. She has a lot 
of tattoos. She has a very similar haircut to . She is bisexual. Her girlfriend is still in 
Afghanistan. She is also very fiery. I don’t think there is any interaction between her and the 
Taliban where she will survive. She will resist-flip them off or something! 
 
Do you think the Taliban would harm family b/c of ? 
 My sister went around cataloging war crimes. That was the reason I submitted 
humanitarian parole cases for my family.  
 
Did the Taliban target the families of human rights workers? 
 Reporters, journalists, activists, influencers, LGBTQ. All of them are. Whatever my sister 
works on. I always tell her that whatever she publishes not to do it under her name because we 
need to stay under the radar.  
 
You mentioned father was questioned in . Can you explain what happened? 
 As far as I know, men with turbans and beards came in in the evening and they talked to 
my dad about having sent his daughter to the west. And how that was against Islam. They were 
going to deal with him. Later I learned that he had been taken into questioning for several 
hours because I was in the U.S. That night when my dad came back, they packed and left. By 
packed, I mean they grabbed their documents and moved to  where they could live more 
anonymously.  
 
Do you know how the Taliban became aware that you were in the U.S.?  
 Despite my mom telling me not to tell anyone that I was going to the U.S. I did share 
with a couple close friends in school.  
 
You think that’s how the Taliban found out? Y, that’s the only time I told anyone.  
 
You think you would be targeted because your education. Why? 
 I went to an American college. My degree is in computer science. Back home, women 
are teachers and healthcare workers. The two places where they believe should be. They don’t 
want female doctors dealing with women. The fact that I have a diploma from an American 
university.  



What harm do you think will come to you if you return to Afghanistan? 
 Torture. I would be killed based on everything that I’ve shared thus far.  
 
Is there anywhere in Afghanistan that you could live safely? Why not? 
 N, the Taliban are in power everywhere. It’s not just the Taliban but the tribal system, 
which overrides everything, the police might even say. There is even family itself. The time that 
I went to Afghanistan after my HS exchange. Within days, having lived in an American family for 
a year, I saw that my American brother did the dishes. I thought okay good, men can do the 
dishes too. When I was home, I said that too my brother, and he slapped me in the face. Even in 
my own family, which is incredibly liberal for Afghanistan and he has a master’s degree, and he 
slapped me in the face. This is my older brother. My younger siblings are salvageable-they’re 
better human beings.  
 
Is there anyone who could protect you from harm in Afghanistan? Why? 
 N, let’s go through the people in a position to protect me. Anyone who could protect me 
would have to be men, b/c women have no power. I would need a lot of protection b/c of my 
education. My older brother I’m terrified of. My dad is 74 and has early stage dementia, and he 
has never fought and is very proud of education. He says to fight with his pen, his knowledge, 
his education. He would never protect me in a survival situation.  
 
 Series of questions asked of all asylum applicants. Some pertain to Afghanistan, some more 
general.  
 
Have you ever been Q’ed or detained by military? N 
Have you ever been a group member of violent activities? N 
Have you ever helped “ even if forced to do so? N 
Have you ever given a bribe to any armed group? N  
Water, food, etc. to any armed group? N  
Have you ever lived/traveled to any other country? Pakistan, India  
 When? Pakistan lived in throughout childhood  
Did you have any legal status in Pakistan?  
 We called ourselves refugees, but I don’t know  
Do you know if you ever applied for refugee status in Pakistan? 
 I’m not aware 
When were you in India? 
  
What was the purpose of your travel? 
 That was to get us ready to come to U.S. pre-departure orientation. It might have been 
July-August.  
Permanent status includes but is not limited to… have you been offered status in any country? 
N 
Harmed/used violence? N Helped with that? N 
Convicted of a crime? N 
Committed a crime no arrest? N 



Arrested? N  
Military/police/training? N 
Terrorist activities… have you ever done/been a member? N 
Food, housing, weapons, information? Even if you didn’t want to? Forced to? N 
Gang, cartel, criminal group? N 
Do you plan to do anything illegal in U.S.? N 
 
While you were in Afghanistan did you have to pass through any checkpoints after 1996? N 
Do you know if your family was required to do anything to leave the country?  

I was very, very young.  
You’ve already answered that you haven’t provided support for armed groups. Did any armed 
groups ask? N 
 
Any other reason that you believe that you’re afraid to return to Afghanistan? Your lawyer will 
get a chance in a sec.  
 No then.  
 
Anything else you think is important for me to know for asylum.  
 With my affidavit and my testimony I think we’re good.  
 
Asked  about how she would conduct herself in Afghanistan and about the incident 
where her family’s home was searched.  
 
Did not make closing statement. Officer indicated that filing was very thorough and liked brief, 
and noted PSGs.  
 
I cannot give you a firm date by which you’ll receive a decision. Might be within a month, might 
be a little longer given COVID and other delays. I wish I could provide you with a more firm 
date.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 




