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QUESTIONS FOR ASYLUM INTERVIEWS 

A. Introductory questions/comments: 

My name is Officer [LAST NAME]. I’m going to be conducting your interview today. The purpose of this 
interview is to gather facts about your claim to asylum. Some questions may be unpleasant or 
uncomfortable for you. We can take a break at any time so just let me know if you need to do that. This 
interview is confidential, and I am not going to be sharing the details of what you tell me with your 
home government (Afghanistan/Taliban). Nothing you say will be shared with anyone who doesn’t have 
any authorization.  This is a non-adversarial interview; what I mean by that is that we are just going to 
have a conversation. 

The interview will proceed in three parts. During the first part, I will be going over your application with 
you and making any changes or updates. During the second part, I will be asking you questions about 
why you are afraid to return to Afghanistan. During the third part, I will be asking you questions that I 
ask everyone and telling you about the next steps (procedure) in your case. 

During the interview, I will be typing on my computer. Try to speak slowly so that I have a chance to type 
what you are saying. Please do not be offended if I am typing while you are speaking. I won’t be looking 
at you, but I will be trying to record everything that you are saying.  Speak slowly and pause frequently 
so that I can type what you are saying. 

Are you comfortable proceeding in English today? [Note: If you are not comfortable proceeding in 
English, you MUST bring your own interpreter]. Do you consent to waive your right to have an 
interpreter present? 

I need you to sign this form, which explains the consequences of giving false information and confirms 
that you wish to proceed without an interpreter. 

It is very important that you tell me the truth today. Do you understand that you must tell me the truth? 
Once you take the oath, you are legally obligated to tell me the truth. Do you understand this?  Do you 
understand the importance of testifying truthfully? 

It’s okay to say “I don’t understand” or “I don’t remember.” The most important thing is to tell the truth. 

Please stand and raise your right hand. Do you swear that the testimony that you are about to give is the 
truth, the whole truth, and nothing but the truth? Please be seated. 

Do you have any medical conditions or problems today? Are you taking any medications? 

You have an attorney with you today/your lawyer is here. Are you comfortable having your lawyer here 
to listen to your testimony?  Your lawyer’s role is to listen and to make a closing statement at the end of 
the interview.  
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Who helped you to prepare for today’s interview? Does your lawyer speak any other language?  Was the 
asylum application read back to you? In what language?  Did someone read your affidavit back to you in 
a different language? 

You will not receive a decision today. We will mail the decision to you and your attorney, or we will ask 
you to come back into our office to pick up your decision.  

I see you have some documents in front of you, what are they? 

Do you have other documents that you want to present to me today? 

Did you review your application again before you came here today? 

The Asylum Officer will then go over the entire I-589 and check ALL the information again to make sure 
that it is accurate. The Asylum Officer will accept any corrections or changes, and have the applicant sign 
the Form I-589 on Page 10. 

B. Questions about your travel to the United States and immigration history 
1. Did you obtain your Afghan passport legally? 
2. How did you prepare your first visa application? (*J visa) 
3. How did you get your student visa? [Note: The officers appear to be asking whether you 

used a visa broker or a visa service, or whether you applied all by yourself. They ask this 
question because some asylum applicants have entered the US on fake visas. Just tell 
the truth, your answer here is not important.]  

4. Did anyone assist you in filling out your visa applications/who helped you with your visa 
applications? 

5. Was everything true in your visa applications? [If not, tell the truth. You can still be 
granted asylum even if something was not true in your visa application.] 
• Did you provide any false information? 

6. When were you accepted into  High School? ? 
7. Did any one assist you in getting into high school/college in the United States? 
8. When did you finish your class work? 
9. Are you still in status? 
10. Did you change your visa status at some point? 
11. When did you LAST enter the United States? Where? 
12. Have you traveled outside the US? 
13. Have you ever gone back to Afghanistan? 
14. Why did you leave Afghanistan? 
15. Have you ever applied for any US immigration benefits? [Such as an EAD]. 
16. Do any changes need to be made to the written statement or documents? 

 
C. Questions about your asylum application 

1. How did you find out about asylum?  
• When did you find out about asylum? 



3 
 

• Who told you that you could apply for asylum? 
• When did you decide to apply for asylum? 

2. How did you find out about your lawyer? 
3. Did your lawyer contact you to ask you to apply for asylum or did you contact the lawyer 

yourself?   
• Note: The officers ask these questions because there are some unethical 

lawyers in the United States who encourage asylum applicants to file false or 
fake asylum claims. Asylum officers ask this question anyway because it’s on a 
routine list of questions that they ask every asylum applicant, to try to 
investigate unethical lawyers. 

4. Did you talk to your attorney about applying for asylum? When did you talk to your 
attorney about asylum? 

5. Who wrote your statement? Did you write it, or did your lawyer write it?  
• [Note: Your lawyer should have had you write the first draft of your statement 

but most competent attorneys will help you prepare your statement by 
correcting your grammar and spelling errors, by assisting you in making your 
explanations clearer, and by asking you questions to clarify your story.  This is 
what lawyers do, and it’s perfectly fine to explain this.] 

6. How was your written statement prepared? 
7. Was anything going on that made it hard to apply for asylum or prevented you from 

applying when you first came to the United States? [Note: This question seems to be on 
a list of questions that inexperienced officers ask every applicant who files for asylum 
more than a year after he/she arrives. If you get asked this question, the officer hasn’t 
read your application and/or is inexperienced. Use this question as a chance to explain 
that you didn’t need to apply for asylum when you first came to the US because you 
didn’t fear persecution then.] 

8. Why did you flee your country?  
• [Note: Again, this seems to be a standard question asked by inexperienced 

officers who have not read your application carefully. Use this question as a 
chance to explain that you had a valid US visa when you left Afghanistan, and 
that your fear developed over time.] 

9. Did anything change in your country since you arrived in the United States? 
• Example: In August 2021, the Taliban became the ruling government.  
• Example: The Taliban has instituted rules that are _______.” 

10. Has anything changed recently in your life? 
11. Did you suffer any harm in your country in the past? 
12. Were you ever threatened in your country? 
13. Was there a point in time when you became afraid to go back to Afghanistan? When 

was that? 
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• This “point in time” should be in the last six months before you applied for 
asylum, if at all possible.  Example: “I found out that the Taliban took over the 
Afghan government on [date]” 

14. Are you willing to return to your country? 
15. Why didn’t you apply for asylum when you first came to the U.S.? 
16. Why are you applying for asylum now? 
17. Who prepared your asylum form?  

• Note: If your lawyer is your preparer, be sure to explain that you worked with 
your lawyer to prepare the form. It sounds like you are lying if you claim that 
you prepared it when your lawyer signed it as your preparer. There’s nothing 
wrong with having your lawyer listed as the preparer on your form. Be sure to 
explain that your lawyer (or your lawyer’s staff) read the I589 to you before you 
signed it. 
 

D. Questions about the One-Year Deadline 
1. When was the last time that you entered the United States? 
2. Have you maintained valid immigration status since you last entered? 
3. When does your status expire in the future (if you are still in status)? 
4. Have you been granted asylum or permanent residence in any other country such as 

Canada? 
 

E. Questions about Background/Past Persecution 
1. Where did you grow up? 
2. When and how did you learn English? 
3. When and why did you return to Afghanistan from Pakistan? 
4. Did you go to school in Afghanistan? 
5. Did anything happen at your school? 

•  
•  
•   

6. When did you learn about the exchange program to come to the U.S.? 
7. What was that process like? 
8. When did you leave Afghanistan?  
9. Did you tell anyone about your acceptance in the exchange program?  
10. Did you have any contact with your family in Afghanistan? 
11. Did anything happen while you were gone? 

•  
• chool 
•  

  
•  
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12. When did you return to Afghanistan from the exchange? 
13. How was your life different?  

•  
•  
•  
•  
•  

14. Why did you decide to return to U.S.? 
15. When and how did you return? 
16. What does the Taliban think of the U.S.? How do you know? 
17. When did you meet your former partner ? 
18. What was your relationship like? 
19. When did it end? 
20. Did you tell anyone in Afghanistan about your relationship? 
21. Is there any reason to think that the Taliban would know about this relationship? 
22. What would happen if they found out about this relationship? 
23. When did your sister start working for  

? 
24. What is the ?  
25. Does  still work for this organization? 
26. Where is she now? 
27. Where is the rest of your family now? 

 
F. Questions about Terrorism Related Inadmissibility  

1. Is anyone in your family involved with an armed group? Worked for an armed group?  
2. Is anyone in your family involved with the Taliban? Worked for the Taliban?  
3. Do you know anyone with a Taliban affiliation? Does your family know anyone? 

• What is your relationship to that person? 
• Describe any and all interactions you’ve had with this person.  

4. Growing up, did the Taliban own any shops in ? 
• Did your family go to those shops? 

5. Did your family ever purchase anything from a Taliban-owned store, food stand, cart? 
6. Did you or your family ever give anything to the Taliban? 

• This would include things like water, food, tea, shelter, money, etc.  
7. Have you or your family ever helped the Taliban in any way? 

• I.e. you carried luggage/supplies, transported Taliban members or supplies, 
helped with weapons, lent them a phone so they could make a phone call, did 
any sort of cooking/cleaning/helping with day to day operations, hosted anyone 
at your home, gathered any sort of information in furtherance of their activities 

8. How does your family current pay utilities? Who are they paying utilities to? 
9. Did your family ever take up arms against the Taliban? 
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10. Did your father fight in the Soviet invasion in the 1980s? 
• If so, did he use a weapon? 

11. Has your family encountered any checkpoints in Afghanistan? 
• If so, what did they do to get through the checkpoint? 
• Did they pay anyone at the checkpoint? 

12. Has your family gone to a mosque where Taliban were? 
• What were the Taliban doing?  
• Were they taking a fee or charging in any way to enter? 

 
G. Questions about how the Taliban knows about your bases for asylum 

1. How will the Taliban know that you have returned to Afghanistan? [Note: Airlines are 
typically required by US law to send passenger data lists of all airline flights to each 
country, allegedly so the countries can look for terrorists. APIS = Advance Passenger 
Information System]. 

• Why would that be a problem? 
2. Why and how would the Taliban single you out? 

• Example: The Taliban has made examples out of women who refuse to wear a 
hijab. This is a very uncommon thing for women to do in Afghanistan. 

• Example: I would not adhere to Islamic religious practices. This would make me 
very conspicuous in society.  

3. Is there anything that makes you believe you are currently being surveilled by the 
Taliban? 

• Have you received any documentation and notices or family stating that you are 
under surveillance? 

 
H. Questions about how you know you will be in danger if you go back to Afghanistan 

1. Did you have any problems getting through security when traveling back to Afghanistan 
in ? 

2. Did you have any problems renewing your passport?  
3. When did you feel like you’d have a problem returning to Afghanistan?  
4. Were you ever threatened online by people in Afghanistan?  

• If yes: How do you know that they were in Afghanistan?  When did the threats 
start? What was the worst threat?  How many total threats did you receive?  
Why would these people want to harm you? Do you know if any of the threats 
that you received were from people in the Afghan Government? 

5. Have you done anything to be a traitor to the Taliban?  
6. Do you believe the Taliban would hurt or harm you because of this? 
7. Do you know of any Afghans who have been harmed when they went back to 

Afghanistan? 
 

I. Questions about the harm you will suffer if you go back to Afghanistan 
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1. What would happen if you returned to Afghanistan? 
2. Why can’t you go back to Afghanistan? 
3. What does “torture” mean to you? 
4. Have you ever been harmed or threatened in Afghanistan? 

• Do you know any of the people who made these threats? 
• Do you know if the threats you received were from people in the Afghan 

government? 
5. Are your social media accounts linked to your name? 

• Is your photo on the account? 
6. Have you or anyone else received any notice or threats from the Taliban saying you are 

at risk? 
7. Why would someone believe that you turned your back on Afghanistan? 
8. Do you think you could live safely in any part of Afghanistan? 

• Why can’t you just move to another part of Afghanistan where you would be 
safe?  

9. Why would the Afghan government arrest you? 
10. What is your opinion of the Taliban? 
11. Why do you believe Afghan society will go after you? 
12. Would the Taliban protect you? 
13. Did you give any interviews to the news media?  

 
J. Questions about Agnosticism  

1. When did you renounce Islam? 
2. How did you practice Islam in the past? 
3. What are your spiritual views now? 
4. How would the Afghan government know that you are Agnostic? 

• Did you tell anyone in Afghanistan that you were not Muslim? 
• Does your family know? 

5. Do you think that you would be harmed because of your religious views if you went back 
to Afghanistan? Why? 

6. If you return to Afghanistan, would you practice Islam again? 
7. Are there any laws against not being a Muslim? [Talk about apostacy/blasphemy here – 

both punishable by death; you can also talk about customary law in Afghanistan and the 
reinstatement of that under the Taliban] 
 

K. General questions asked of everyone at the end of the interview 
1. What groups or organizations have you joined? [Note: Be sure to mention any student 

groups, religious organizations, etc. TELL THE TRUTH]. 
2. Have you ever served in the military or have you received any military type training?  
3. Have you been a citizen of any other country? 
4. Have you travelled to any countries other than the US and Afghanistan? 
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5. Have you applied for asylum or residence in another country? 
6. Have you ever given false testimony to the US government? 
7. Have you ever threatened another person? 
8. Have you ever harmed another person? 
9. Have you ever been forced to use violence against another person? 
10. Have you committed a crime in any country? 

• Have you ever been arrested? 
• Have you ever been charged with a crime in any country? 
• Have you been convicted of a crime in any country? 

11. Have you ever engaged in any dangerous activities such as sabotage, kidnapping, 
political assassination, or terrorist activities? 

12. Have you ever publicly stated that you approve of terrorism? 
13. I am going to read you the definition of terrorist activities.1  

• Have you done any of those things? 
• Have you publicly stated that you support terrorism or any of these activities? 

14. Have you ever joined a group that is violent? 
• Have you ever encouraged other people to join a violent group? 

15. Do you plan to do anything illegal in the United States? 
 

L. Random other questions that have been asked 
1. How much is the rent for your apartment? 
2. How long have you lived there? 
3. What did you study in the US? 

• When did you graduate? 
4. When did you attend school in Afghanistan? 
5. During Optional Practical Training (OPT) where did you work? 
6. Have you had any cash jobs? [TELL THE TRUTH] 

 
1 (iii) TERRORIST ACTIVITY DEFINED.-As used in this Act, the term "terrorist activity" means any activity which is 
unlawful under the laws of the place where it is committed (or which, if 4 it had been committed in the United 
States, would be unlawful under the laws of the United States or any State) and which involves any of the 
following:  
(I) The highjacking or sabotage of any conveyance (including an aircraft, vessel, or vehicle).  
(II) The seizing or detaining, and threatening to kill, injure, or continue to detain, another individual in order to 
compel a third person (including a governmental organization) to do or abstain from doing any act as an explicit or 
implicit condition for the release of the individual seized or detained.  
(III) A violent attack upon an internationally protected person (as defined in section 1116(b)(4) of title 18, United 
States Code) or upon the liberty of such a person.  
(IV) An assassination.  
(V) The use of any-  
(aa) biological agent, chemical agent, or nuclear weapon or device, or  
(bb) explosive, 4 firearm, or other weapon or dangerous device (other than for mere personal monetary gain), with 
intent to endanger, directly or indirectly, the safety of one or more individuals or to cause substantial damage to 
property.  
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7. Do both of your parents still live in Afghanistan? Your siblings? 
• Has anyone contacted them about you? 

8. Is there any other reason why you are afraid to return to Afghanistan? 
9. Were you comfortable speaking with me today? Did you have any trouble 

understanding me? 




