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Agenda

2 Guidelines Worksheet Sections 

and Special Applications

1
Background and Goals of  the 

MSCCSP

3

Focus on Recent Updates, 

Including Revised 

Instructions Regarding 

Guidelines-Compliant Pleas

History

ÅIntroduced in the late 1970s by Guidelines 
Advisory Board created by the Judiciary

ÅVoluntary guidelines were implemented 
statewide in 1983

ÅChapter 648 (1999) created permanent, 
independent Sentencing Commission
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Statement of  Intent
Criminal Procedure Article, Ä6-202

1. Sentencing should be fair and proportional and 

policies should reduce unwarranted disparity

3. Policies should preserve meaningful judicial discretion

4. Sentencing guidelines should be voluntary

6. Judges should be able to impose the most appropriate 

penalty, including corrections options

2. Policies should help inform the public

5. Priority for correctional facilities should be the 

confinement of  violent and career offenders

MSCCSP Responsibilities

Collect and review data

Provide training

Implement sentencing guidelines
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MSCCSP Representation

Judge James Salmon

Appellate Court

Richard Finci

Criminal Defense Attorney

Melinda Grenier

Local Detention Center

Lisa Spicknall- Horner

Public Representative

Dr. Brian Johnson
Criminal Justice Policy Expert

Senator 

Delores Kelley

Brian DeLeonardo

Stateõs Attorney

Douglas DeLeaver

Law Enforcement

Delegate 

Luke Clippinger

Delegate

David Moon

Brian Frosh

Attorney General
Paul DeWolfe

State Public Defender
Robert Green

Secretary of DPSCS

Judge Shannon Avery

Vice-Chair

Judge Brett R. Wilson

Chair
Judge Patrice Lewis

District Court

Senator

Robert Cassilly

William Koutroumpis

Public Representative
AletheaMiller

Victimõs Group Advocate

ÅA mechanism to encourage 
proportional sentences for 
offenders who have 
committed similar crimes 
and have similar criminal 
histories 

What are Sentencing Guidelines?

ÅProvide structure at sentencing by 

defining offense and offender 

elements that should be considered
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ÅVoluntary ðJudge may depart at his/her 
discretion

ÅIntended to be primarily descriptive

ÅCover most criminal cases originating in a 
Circuit Court

Basic Principles of  Maryland 
Sentencing Guidelines

How Guidelines Data Are Utilized

01

Review  

sentences to 

consider 

changes to 

cell ranges

03

Monitor 

compliance 

with 

guidelines

05

Inform 

Legislature of  

sentencing 

patterns

02

Review 

sentences to 

consider 

changes to 

seriousness 

categories

04

Monitor 

reasons for 

departures
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ÅOne or more crimes committed in the course of  
the same transaction. 

Single Criminal Event

ÅMore than one criminal transaction committed 
over a period of  time. 

ÅMultiple criminal events being sentenced 
together may have occurred on the same date or 
different dates. 

ÅOffenses that occur on different dates are 
almost always separate criminal events. 

Multiple Criminal Events
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ÅA sentencing disposition or hearing for an 
individual defendant conducted in front of 
one judgeon the same day

ÅMultiple criminalevents sentenced by the same 
judge on the same dayconstitute one 
sentencing event

ÅOne set of sentencing guidelines should be 
completed for each sentencing event

üMerged offenses are not included

Sentencing Event
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Maryland Sentencing Matrix for 
Property Offenses

Offender Score

Offense 

Seriousness 

Category

0 1 2 3 4 5 6
7 or 

more

VII P-1M P-3M 3M-9M 6M-1Y 9M-18M 1Y-2Y 1Y-3Y 3Y-5Y

VI P-3M P-6M 3M-1Y 6M-2Y 1Y-3Y 2Y-5Y 3Y-6Y 5Y-10Y

V P-6M P-1Y 3M-2Y 1Y-3Y 18M-5Y 3Y-7Y 4Y-8Y 8Y-15Y

IV P-1Y 3M-2Y 6M-3Y 1Y-4Y 18M-7Y 3Y-8Y 5Y-12Y 10Y-20Y

III P-2Y 6M-3Y 9M-5Y 1Y-5Y 2Y-8Y 3Y-10Y 7Y-15Y 15Y-30Y

II 2Y-5Y 3Y-7Y 5Y-8Y 5Y-10Y 8Y-15Y 10Y-18Y 12Y-20Y 15Y-40Y

P=Probation, M=Months, Y=Years

Offender Score

Offense 

Seriousness 

Category

0 1 2 3 4 5 6
7 or 

more

VII P-1M P-3M 3M-9M 6M-1Y 9M-18M 1Y-2Y 1Y-3Y 3Y-5Y

VI P-3M P-6M 3M-1Y 6M-2Y 1Y-3Y 2Y-5Y 3Y-6Y 5Y-10Y

V P-6M P-1Y 3M-2Y 1Y-3Y 18M-5Y 3Y-7Y 4Y-8Y 8Y-15Y

IV P-1Y 3M-2Y 6M-3Y 1Y-4Y 18M-7Y 3Y-8Y 5Y-12Y 10Y-20Y

III P-2Y 6M-3Y 9M-5Y 1Y-5Y 2Y-8Y 3Y-10Y 7Y-15Y 15Y-30Y

II 2Y-5Y 3Y-7Y 5Y-8Y 5Y-10Y 8Y-15Y 10Y-18Y 12Y-20Y 15Y-40Y

Pð1M
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ÅConspiracy, attempt, solicitation or accessoryshipare 

assigned the same seriousness category as the substantive 

offense unless specifically addressed by separate statute 

or placed in a different category

Offense Score Calculation: 

Seriousness Category

Points Seriousness 

Category

SampleOffense

1 V ðVII Assault, 2nd Degree

3 IV Escape,1st Degree

5 III Home Invasion

8 II Kidnapping

10 I Murder
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ÅReasonable proof whether physical or 

psychological

Offense Score Calculation: 

Victim Injury

ÅPresence of any article or device that reasonably 
appears capable of causing injury or the 
presence of an article that could result in 
conviction under CR,§ 4-101. 

Offense Score Calculation:

Weapon Presence
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Poll Question

Would a victim who was known by the 

defendant to be pregnant meet the 

criteria for a vulnerable victim?

ÅYes

ÅNo

Special Vulnerability of  Victim

ÅYounger than 11; or

Å65 years old or older; or

ÅHaving a temporary or permanent physical or mental 
disability, including an individual who is physically or 
mentally limited in a material way. Examples of  a 
temporary physical or mental limitation include, 
but are not limited to, instances when the 
offender knew or should have known the victim 
was pregnant, unconscious, asleep, or 
intoxicated.

Offense Score Calculation:

Special Victim Vulnerability
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True or False

One point should be scored for part A of  the 

Offender Score, relationship to the criminal 

justice system when the instant offense occurred, 

if  the defendant was on pre-trial supervision at 

the time the instant offense occurred

ÅTrue

ÅFalse


