
PATRICK TANDY 

With the plight of immi-
grants front and center 
on the national stage, 

the MSBA Young Lawyers Section 
(YLS) named the Capital Area Im-
migrants’ Rights (CAIR) Coalition 
the beneficiary of its 28th Annual 
Charity Event, held April 12, 2019, 
at Gertrude’s Chesapeake Kitchen at 
the Baltimore Museum of Art. More 
than 150 people including MSBA 
President Judge Keith R. Truffer 
attended the event, which featured a 
silent auction, live music, and more.

The CAIR Coalition, which re-
cently opened a Baltimore office, 
provides direct legal representation 
of immigrant adults and children 
in government detention facilities, 
know your rights presentations, 
impact and advocacy work, and 
the training of attorneys defending 
immigrants in the immigration and 
criminal justice arenas.

Each year, the YLS Chair selects 
the beneficiary of the Charity Event 
as a prerogative of their station. The 
daughter of immigrants, this year’s 
Chair, Indira K. Sharma, found 
certain high-profile events of the 

last year, such as the separation of 
families at the nation’s southern 
border, “very upsetting.”

“This country is a place for 
dreams to happen, and I felt that 
the American dream was being 
threatened,” said Sharma. “I wanted 
the Young Lawyers Section to be 
part of contributing to a wonderful 
organization, like CAIR, that is part 
of the solution.”

CAIR Detained Adult Program 
Director Kelly White thanked those 
in attendance, calling their support 
“crucial” to supporting the legal 
needs of the roughly 6,000 people 
across the region that the organi-
zation serves every year.

Past Charity Events have ben-
efitted, among others, the Oyster 
Recovery Project, the One Love 
Foundation, and Warrior Canine 
Connection. Through such efforts, 
noted Sharma, YLS is “trying to bet-
ter serve the community in which 
we live and work.” 

YLS Charity Event  
Benefits CAIR Coalition
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UB Law Delves Into #MeToo

BY PATRICK TANDY

In recent years, the #MeToo movement has given voice to millions of women worldwide by 
raising awareness of matters involving sexual harassment and assault. The University of 
Baltimore School of Law’s Center on Applied Feminism sought to further that discussion by 
filtering it through a legal prism with its 11th Feminist Legal Theory Conference, held April 11-
12, 2019, at the John and Frances Angelos Law Center in Baltimore.

“Across America, the #Me-
Too movement has spurred 
women to share their stories 

of sexual assault and harassment, 
run for public office, advocate 
for change, litigate abuses, and 
build coalitions,” said Margaret 
Johnson, who with fellow UB 
Law Professor Michele Gilman 
co-directs the Center on Ap-
plied Feminism. “As a result of 
this social movement, there are 
emerging proposals to change 
the law, workplaces, schools, 
and family dynamics to decry 
sexual harassment and assault, 
and ensure better responses to 
harassments and complaints.”

In his welcoming remarks, 
UB Law Dean Ronald Weich 
noted that the forum, which in-
cluded such thought-provoking 
panel discussions as “Exploring 
Comparative Perspectives on 
#MeToo”, “Interrogating Inter-
sectional Identities of #MeToo”, 
“Tackling #MeToo Inside and 
Outside the Courtroom”, and 
“Exploring #MeToo Relational 
Dynamics in the Workplace and 

Beyond”, was uniquely suited for 
discussing #MeToo.

“The reckoning is occurring 
every day, in different sectors 
of the American economy and 
different industries and govern-
ments around the world,” he said. 
“There are profound questions 
about the legal implications, the 
ramifications, the standards that 
should be applied.”

The Conference kicked off 
late Thursday afternoon with 
an informal storytelling session 
in which attendees took turns 
sharing their own firsthand 
experiences, both personal and 
professional, with sexual ha-
rassment and assault, including 
representatives of Unite Here, a 
non-profit union that represents 
hotel and restaurant workers, 
who were on hand seeking the 
Center’s support in the union’s 
campaign against harassment 
and assault in the hospitality 
industry.

In her lunchtime keynote 
address, renowned DC employ-
ment law and civil rights attorney 

Debra Katz, who represented Dr. 
Christine Blasey Ford during the 
Senate confirmation hearing for 
Justice Brett Kavanaugh, called 
hope “the real power” of the 
intersectional movement.

“The fact that so many women 
have connection and support and 
power in sharing their stories and 
their pain gives me hope that we 
are capable of doing great things 
moving forward,” said Katz. “We 
can make each other stronger. We 
can make each other braver. We 
can motivate each other to speak 
out. We can have each others’ 
backs. We can be witness to each 
others’ courage.”

Select content from the 
11th Feminist Legal Theory 
Conference will appear in the a 
future edition of The University 
of Baltimore Law Review, which 
partnered with the Center in 
presenting the conference.

Read more on the #MeToo 
movement in the Winter 2019 
edition of the Maryland Bar 
Journal. 

Find these photos and more at www.flickr.com/marylandbar.

mailto:msba@msba.org
http://www.msba.org
mailto:tweaver@paleyrothman.com
mailto:tweaver@paleyrothman.com
http://www.msba.org/ethics
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The McCammon Group 
is pleased to announce our newest Neutral 

For a complete list of our services and Neutrals throughout MD, DC, and VA,  
call 888.343.0922 or visit www.McCammonGroup.com

Leaders in Dispute Resolution

Hon. Patrick L. Woodward (Ret.)
Retired Chief Judge, Court of Special Appeals of Maryland

The Honorable Patrick Woodward recently retired as Chief Judge of the Court of Special Appeals 

of Maryland after thirteen years of distinguished service as an Associate Judge and Chief Judge 

on that court. He previously served as an Associate Judge on the Circuit Court for Montgomery 

County and as an Associate Judge on the District Court of Maryland for Montgomery County. 

Before his judicial service, Judge Woodward enjoyed a successful law practice in Maryland 

and DC. He is a two-time Recipient of the Outstanding Jurist Award from the Montgomery 

County Bar Association and the 2018 Recipient of the Beverly Groner Family Law Award from 

the Family and Juvenile Law Section of the Maryland State Bar Association. Judge Woodward 

now brings this exemplary record of dedication and leadership to The McCammon Group to 

serve the mediation and arbitration needs of lawyers and litigants in Maryland, DC, and beyond.

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

MAY 2019 
MSBA President Judge Keith R. Truffer shares his updates in his monthly video message.

To watch his most recent message, select the “President’s Messages” playlist from our YouTube channel at 
www.youtube.com/user/MDStateBar/playlists.

http://www.youtube.com/user/MDStateBar/playlists
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MSBA NEWS

The packed agenda featured 
a recap of the Professional 
Excursion by MSBA Presi-

dent, Hon. Keith Truffer. In ad-
dition, Judge Truffer and MSBA 
ABA Delegate, Hon. Pamila 
Brown, highlighted the efforts of 
the MSBA ABA Delegation during 
ABA Days in Washington D.C. The 
Delegation had the opportunity 
to meet with both Maryland 
Senators, and discuss important 
issues including funding for the 
Legal Services Corporation and 
the continuance of the Student 
Loan Repayment Assistance 
program for individuals engaged 
in public service.

Following the President’s 
report, the Board of Governors 
heard updates from MSBA staff 
members on several initiatives. 
The staff reported on the first 
Annual Day of Service, the new 

Practice Management Portal, 
the forthcoming Health & Well-
ness Portal, and the Trial of Al 
Capone play. 

After these updates, several 
committees reported to the 
Board of Governors on their prog-
ress.  Ben Rosenberg, Chair of 
the Strategic Vision Committee, 
outlined the work of the com-
mittee throughout the year, and 
provided the Board with a report 
containing its recommendations 
as to six Strategic priorities and 
objectives for the MSBA. These 
recommendations, if approved 
by the Board in the May retreat, 
will guide the efforts of MSBA 
over the next three to five years. 

Mike Hudak,Chair of the 
Section Value Task Force, also 
presented, and highlighted the 
ongoing work of the Task Force. 
The goal of the Task Force is to 

work with MSBA Sections to 
help develop improved content 
for their respective webpages 
on MSBA.org. During his re-
port, Mr. Hudak highlighted 
the work of the Estate & Trust 
Law Section and its redesigned 
webpage. You can check out 
the newly designed page at 
www.msba.org/estate-trust. The 
new design will be rolled out to 
all Sections this summer.

The CLE Committee Chair, 
Jack Orrick, also presented at 
the meeting, and proposed the 
creation of a new CLE certi-
fication program. Under the 
proposed program, the MSBA 
CLE department would devel-
op a series of CLE courses in a 
specific practice area. Attorneys 
that complete the series will then 
receive a designation acknowl-
edging their completion of the 
relevant coursework. The CLE 
certification program is still in 
the early stages of development, 
and details will be shared as they 
become available.

Following the Committee 
Reports, the Board entered into 
Executive Session to begin pre-
liminary budget discussions and 
review other matters.

The next Board of Gover-
nors meeting will be held on 
Wednesday, June 12, 2019 from 
11:00am - 12:30pm at the Clarion 
Fountainebleau Hotel in Ocean 
City, Maryland in conjunction 
with the MSBA Legal Summit & 
Annual Meeting. 

BY REENA K. SHAH, ESQ. 

The White House’s Fiscal Year 2020 budget proposal, released in March 2019, calls for 
completely defunding and closing down the Legal Services Corporation (LSC) for the third 
year in a row. 

LSC is the single largest 
funder of civil legal aid for 
low-income Americans in 

the nation.  Federal funding for 
LSC reflects the fundamental 
national interest in the rule of law.  
Eliminating LSC funding would 
effectively eliminate civil legal aid 
in some states and diminish it in 

every state, with a resulting loss 
of confidence in the fairness of 
the justice system for those who 
cannot afford to pay for legal 
assistance.  

Maryland is poised to lose 
approximately $4M in civil legal 
services funding if the proposed 
budget passes, hurting seniors 

from getting aid to fight con-
sumer scams, reducing help to 
veterans to secure the benefits 
they have earned and decimating 
support for domestic violence 
victims in obtaining protection 
orders against abusers.

Today, even with federal fund-

Dateline
MAY

CONTINUED ON PAGE 18

15  Join the MSBA Criminal Law Section beginning at 
6:00pm at the Office of Public Defender Training Center, in Lin-
thicum Heights for the presentation of The Heeney Award and 
Reception.  This year’s Heeney Award recipient is Paul DeWolfe, 
Esq.  For more information and/or to register, please visit: 
www.msba.org/HeeneyAwards.

16  Join the Estate & Trust Law Section for its Annual Dinner 
& Program beginning at 5:00pm at the Westin Baltimore Wash-
ington International.  This year’s topic is “Elder Abuse:  What to 
watch out for, and how to protect your clients (and yourself).”  
For more information or to register, please visit:   
www.msba.org/Estate-Trust-Dinner.

17  MSBA Young Lawyers Section Wellness Committee & 
The MD/DC Chapter of the Mindfulness in Law Society 
Invite You to a Lawyer Wellness Retreat from 12pm - 5pm at 
the Sheraton Columbia Town Center. In one rejuvenating after-
noon, learn from our experts important mindfulness, yoga and 
meditation techniques for managing the day-to-day stressors 
inherent in the practice of law. For more information and/or to 
register, please visit: www.msba.org/msba.org/WellnessRetreat.

18  MSBA presents  “The Trial of Al Capone” on Saturday, 
May 18, 1 – 5 p.m. at the Stevenson University Greenspring 
Campus Theatre.  Join us as we portray what could have 
happened if Al Capone had been put on trial for the Saint 
Valentine’s Day Massacre. Written by Paul Mark Sandler and 
produced by the MSBA, come together to take a glimpse of the 
courtroom with Maryland Attorney General Brian Frosh, MSBA 
President Hon. Keith Truffer, and many others portraying some 
of the most well-known historical figures during the height of 
Al Capone’s infamy. All proceeds will be going to Access to Jus-
tice.  For more information and/or to register please visit:  
www.msba.org/AlCapone.

21  Join the MSBA Estate and Trust Law Section for the 
all new 2019 Advanced Estate Planning Institute, beginning at 
8:30am at The Sheraton Hotel in Columbia, MD. Get the latest 
from experienced faculty on Nonjudicial Settlement Agree-
ments, Maryland Fiduciary Income Tax, Post-Mortem Estate 
Planning Issues and Strategies and more!  For more informa-
tion and/or to register, please visit:  www.msba.org/AEPI.

22  Please join the MSBA Tax Section for its Annual Irving 
Shulbank Memorial Dinner And Program beginning at 6:00pm 
at the Center Club.  For more information and/or to register, 
please visit: www.msba.org/Shulbank.

23  Please Join the Pro Bono Resource Center of Maryland 
for the Maryland Partners for Justice Conference beginning at 
8:15am at the Baltimore Convention Center.  For session details 
and to register please visit:  www.probonomd.org/conference.

23  The Labor & Employment Law Section Presents: Brown 
Bag Luncheon EEOC Administrative Judges Open Forum from 
12:00pm - 2:00pm at the Equal Employment Opportunity Com-
mission in Baltimore, MD.  Join the Administrative Judges of 
the Equal Employment Opportunity Commission Baltimore 
Field Office for a brief presentation on Federal Employment 
Discrimination Law and administrative procedures followed by 
a question and answer session.  This is your opportunity to ask 
the judges questions about office procedures, case processing 
and substantive law.  For more information and/or to register, 
please visit: www.msba.org/BrownBagLuncheon.

It’s Always a Battle and It 
Continues - Funding Civil 
Legal Services

CONTINUED ON PAGE 17

From the Boardroom

The Board of Governors held its April meeting on April 16, 
2019 at the Donaldson Brown Conference Center in Cecil 
County Maryland. 

For more information 
on Board of Governors 
meetings, including copies 
of approved minutes and 
pending agendas, please 
visit www.msba.org/BOG.

http://MSBA.org
http://www.msba.org/estate-trust
http://www.msba.org/HeeneyAwards
http://www.msba.org/Estate-Trust-Dinner
http://www.msba.org/msba.org/WellnessRetreat
http://www.msba.org/AlCapone
http://www.msba.org/AEPI
http://www.msba.org/Shulbank
http://www.probonomd.org/conference
http://www.msba.org/BrownBagLuncheon
http://www.msba.org/BOG
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MSBA NEWS

LinkedIn News Stories
Hundreds of attorneys follow us on LinkedIn.  

 Join them and receive these useful articles and more in real time at msba.org/linkedin.

ABA sees uptick in two-year bar pass rate

Nationwide, nearly 90% of 2016 law 
school graduates who sat for the bar 
exam within two years of graduation have 
passed, according to figures released by 
the ABA Section of Legal Education and 
Admissions to the Bar.

A Morning Routine That Energizes You 
More Than Coffee for the Day

As corporate counsel, we are constantly 
asked to spend time for others in the 
company. When you arrive at the office in the 
morning, emails and documents have already 
piled up on your desk overnight, and there is 
already a line of people at the door.

What ‘Hamilton’ can teach attorneys  
about business development

Attorney David H. Freeman interprets song 
lyrics from the Broadway smash hit in ways 
that apply as much to lawyers seeking to 
build a practice as they do to the Founding 
Fathers looking to build a new nation.

http://msba.org/linkedin
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PRO BONO PROFILE

Deena Dugan, Ph.D. 
MSBA member; Political science faculty, 
Community College of Baltimore County; 
PBRC Volunteer 

PBRC’s featured service opportunity
Volunteering with the Maryland Immigrant Legal Assistance Project
probonomd.org/milap

For more information about volunteering in Maryland, contact:
Annie Speedie, PBRC Director of Programming: aspeedie@probonomd.org, 443-703-3051.

With which PBRC project do you volunteer? 
I volunteer in the Unaccompanied Children Pro 
Bono Project, part of the Maryland Immigrant Legal 
Assistance Project.

Why did you choose that project for volunteering?
I had some time, and I saw all the pro bono 
opportunities. This was something I knew nothing 
about, so I could learn from the experience. And it 
had an element of resistance to it, which appeals 
to me.

What do you do for the project?
We meet at the immigration court in Baltimore. 
The unaccompanied children come to court for 
their first day as they’re starting the deportation 
proceedings. Some come with lawyers and some do 
not. And someone from our group goes to the court 
room and announces that if anybody would like to 
speak to a lawyer, they can come downstairs.

From there, we screen them, and if they have 
defenses in the deportation proceeding, then we 
refer them to an organization that can take that 
kind of case.

What is an example of a client story you have 
encountered?
One of my clients was a teenager whose father had 
been killed by a gang. And he was getting threats 
from the gang. His father had a brother, and my 
client was told that if he didn’t disclose where his 
uncle was, then the gang would kill him - and his 
mother and sister.

How did he come to be in Maryland?
It’s always the same story. Somehow they make the 
journey, and then get picked up at the border. They 
usually have a relative who’s already here, which is 
why they come to Maryland.

What do you like most about volunteering?
What I’ve liked is finding out about the whole 
immigration system and how, in my opinion, how 
ridiculous it is. I didn’t know. I sort of had a sense 
that things weren’t quite right. Now, when I hear 
about it, I have some information about it from 
having actually talked to immigrants who’ve made 
their way to our border. 

In a way, it’s been a growth experience, because I 
feel more patriotic that in our country, we’re not 
afraid of gang violence, and we do have economic 
opportunity. We have all these things that other 
people want to come here for, and they want to 
work, and they want to contribute. It’s just opened 
my eyes to a whole other world. 

And I can do something to use my skills as an 
attorney to actually help people. 

What message would you give to attorneys 
thinking about volunteering?
In this project, the schedule is compact. You can 
work for just one morning, nine o’clock to one 
o’clock, and you’re done. There’s no homework, and 
no preparation. It’s just a block of time, and you can 
go do it. 

I think when the clients leave, they feel that they’ve 
gotten some assistance - they’ve been guided in the 
right direction, and they have hope that they can 
stay here. It’s just been really rewarding for me.

The Pro Bono Resource Center of Maryland 
will match your skills with a wide range of  
pro bono opportunities. 
The Center welcomes  new volunteers  
dedicated to addressing issues impacting 
low income families and their communities.

520 W. Fayette St., Baltimore, MD 21201 | (800) 396-1274

PBRC PARTNER PROFILE:  

THURSDAY, MAY 23, 2019
8:15 AM to 3:30 PM  

BALTIMORE CONVENTION CENTER  
1 WEST PRATT ST, BALTIMORE, MD 21201

FOR SPONSORSHIPS AND TO REGISTER, VISIT:
PROBONOMD.ORG/CONFERENCE

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR OF 
CASA DE MARYLAND

GUSTAVO TORRES 

KEYNOTE: 

PANELS TO INCLUDE:
CONFRONTING THE
DISCRIMINATORY
IMPACT OF NUISANCE AND 
CRIME-FREE ORDINANCES 

IN SEARCH OF SAFETY: 
UNACCOMPANIED 
CHILDREN IN MARYLAND

IMPACT OF THE NEW TAX 
CUTS AND JOBS ACT

LGBTQ ESSENTIALS:
BEST PRACTICES TO ASSIST 
THE MOST VULNERABLE 
LGBTQ COMMUNITIES

HOW TO GROW LEGAL 
SERVICES LEADERS 
FROM WITHIN

TELL IT LIKE IT IS: 
RACE EQUITY 
ARGUMENTS IN COURT

AND MANY MORE TOPICS!

COMING UP NEXT: 
FRIDAY, 6/7/2019 

 11TH ANNUAL VETERANS’ LEGAL  ASSISTANCE
 CONFERENCE AND TRAINING

REGISTER & MORE INFO: 
PROBONOMD.ORG/VETERANSCONFERENCE

SATURDAY, 6/8/2019 
5TH ANNUAL RUN FOR JUSTICE

REGISTER & MORE INFO: 
PROBONOMD.ORG/RUN

CONFERENCE SPONSORS INCLUDE: MARYLAND BAR FOUNDATION; 
MARYLAND LEGAL SERVICES CORPORATION; BROWN GOLDSTEIN LEVY LLP; 

GORDON FEINBLATT LLC; AND THE DAILY RECORD.

http://probonomd.org/milap
mailto:aspeedie@probonomd.org
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By AnAmikA Roy

ARoy@TheDailyRecord.com

A Harford County jury Tuesday 
awarded $45 million to a company 
that has been battling the county 
government for nearly 30 years over 
the right to use a property as a rubble 
landfill, one of the largest jury awards 
in county history.

After an eight-day trial and nearly 
five hours of deliberations, the jury 
found that the county government’s 
decision to prevent Maryland Rec-
lamation Associates from using the 
property near Havre de Grace as a 
rubble landfill was a regulatory taking 
of property for which the company 

Government plans to file appeal 
in latest ruling in 30-year legal battle

Harford company 
awarded $45M  
in rubble landfill  
dispute with county

By kAtheRine BRzozowski

Capital News Service

 
ANNAPOLIS — The 

Maryland Transportation 
Authority is exploring phas-
ing out all cash toll booths 
across the state.

Today, tolls are col-
lected three ways: by cash, 
or electronically, by either 

an E-ZPass transponder or 
by video tolling — when the 
state uses a license-plate 
photo and mails drivers their 
bill.

Transportation officials 
say that the transition to 
all-electronic, high-speed 
toll collection will: save driv-
ers time on their commute, 
save the state money, re-

duce accidents at toll plazas, 
and reduce CO2 emissions 
as less fuel is being burned, 
according to a national study 
by the University of Central 
Florida.

Drivers in Maryland 
could start seeing new plazas 
that only collect tolls elec-
tronically at highway speeds 
by the summer of 2019, said 

Kevin Reigrut, executive 
director of the Maryland 
Transportation Authority.

However the state has no 
specific timetable or budget 
for all-electronic tolling at 
this time, Maryland Trans-
portation Authority Commu-
nications Director Cheryl M. 
Sparks told Capital News 

MARYLAND EXPLORES CHANGING  
TOLLS TO ELECTRONIC ONLY

SEE EZ-PASS 7A

FILE PHOTO

SEE VERDICT 12A

The southbound Fort McHenry Tunnel toll plaza on Interstate 95 in Baltimore.

By BRyAn P. seARs

BSears@TheDailyRecord.com

ANNAPOLIS — A $69 mil-
lion state contract to oversee 
the largest public-private 
highway project in the coun-
try has been pulled from 

the Board of Public Works’ 
schedule after questions 
were raised over Transporta-
tion Secretary Pete K. Rahn’s 
relationship with the winner 
of the contract and his han-
dling of the bidding process.

The withdrawal of the 
contract with a consortium 
headed by Kansas City, Mis-
souri-based HNTB comes as 
officials express concerns 

about the speed of the pro-
curement, the waiving of 
standard competitive bidding 
processes and the relation-
ship between the company 
and Rahn, who previously 
worked for HNTB.

There are also new ques-
tions regarding apparent dis-
crepancies between Rahn’s 
public statements about his 
ownership and sale of stock 

from his former employer 
and public financial disclo-
sures filed with the Maryland 
State Ethics Commission.

“Members of the Board of 
Public Works had questions 
about the procurement pro-
cess and the department is 
going to and should and will 
address those questions,” 

Transportation contract delayed after questions raised

SEE RAHN 8A

Rahn’s handling of selection 
process under scrutiny

MAXIMILIAN FRANZ

Plaintiff’s attorney Brett Ingerman: ‘The jury 
was persuaded that what (Harford County) did 
here was wrong. It was wrong back in 1990 
and they thought it was wrong today.’

FILE PHOTO

Transportation Secretary Pete K. Rahn is de-
fending the process by which a $69 million con-
tract is set to be awarded to a group headed by 
his former employer.

THE DAILY RECORD’S MARYLAND’S TOP 100 WOMEN 2018   1  

Roselyn Aker-Black, Psy.D.
LaKeecia Allen
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LEGAL NEWS

How much are patents 
related to large animal 
breeding worth?
In this case, $4.5 Million
BY DAVID TAYLOR AND CORINNE MARIE POULIQUEN

A $4.5 million award for in-
fringement of patents on 
techniques for sorting bull 

semen was affirmed by the U.S. 
Court of Appeals for the Federal 
Circuit in XY, LLC v. Trans Ova 
Genetics, L.C., 890 F.3d 1282 (Fed. 
Cir. 2018). The case serves as a re-
minder to those in the agricultural 
industry of the importance in pro-

tecting agricultural innovations, 
in particular protecting innova-
tions through patents. The case 
highlights that patent protection 
extends not just to agricultural 
equipment or crop fertilizers, but 
to all sorts of innovations that are 
useful in the agricultural field. 
This case also makes clear the 
importance of having a portfolio 
of patents, because while one of 
the patents was eventually held 
invalid, the remaining five patents 
were upheld as valid and found to 
have been infringed. 

The plaintiff XY, LLC (“XY”) 
and defendant Trans Ova Ge-
netics, L.C. (“Trans Ova”) had 
previously entered into a five-
year licensing agreement under 
which Trans Ova was authorized 
to use XY’s patented technology 
in animal breeding. Eventually, 
there was a falling out between 
the parties, and each accused the 
other of breaching the contract, 
XY accused Trans Ova of patent 
infringement, and Trans Ova ac-
cused XY of anti-trust violations 
and challenged the validity of 

XY’s patents. 
XY eventually sued Trans 

Ova for patent infringement and 
breach of contract involving six 
patents relating to sorting of 
X- and Y-chromosome-bearing 
sperm cells for use in animal 
breeding. Some of the patents 
required the use of “flow cytom-
etry,” a process by which cells 
flow through a flow cytometer 
at a high rate of speed in a fluid 
stream and are evaluated at sev-
eral thousands of cells per second. 

Sorting animal semen using 
flow cytometry was known in 
the field. A prior art document, 
the Johnson patent, disclosed 
techniques involving staining 
DNA in sperm cells with a dye, 
using a laser beam to activate 
the fluorescence of the dye (with 
X-chromosome cells being bright-
er than Y-chromosome cells), 
detecting the amount of fluores-
cence in the cells, and sorting the 
cells into separate containers of X 
and Y cells. Fortunately for XY, its 
patents were not limited to that 
prior art methodology. 

At trial, XY’s six patents were 
arranged into four groups: (1) the 
“Fluid Patents” directed to sheath 
fluids introduced to cytometry 
devices and methods in a “coor-
dinated fashion” such that the 
cells’ fluid environment changed 
at various stages of the sorting 
process to minimize stress on the 
cells and keep as many of the cells 
alive as possible, (2) the “Freezing 
Patent” in which sperm is first 
sorted and then cryopreserved 
to facilitate storage and shipment 
to locations where the sperm 
is thawed for use in procedures 
such as artificial insemination 
and fertilization, (3) the “In-Vitro 
Fertilization Patent” involving 
in-vitro fertilization using sorted 
and reverse sorted sperm, and 
(4) the “Reverse Sort Patents” 
directed to a sorting process that 
reverses the steps of the Freezing 

Patent to first freeze the sperm 
and sort the sperm after thawing. 

The jury found the patents 
valid and Trans Ova to have 
infringed the six XY patents. The 
jury awarded XY $4,585,000 in 
infringement damages for past 
infringement.  The jury also ef-
fectively adopted the testimony of 
XY’s damages expert in awarding 
XY ongoing royalties of 15% of 
gross sales for Trans Ova’s future 
infringement and 4% for reverse 
sorting services. The district court 
lowered the rates to 12.5% of gross 
sales for future infringement and 
2% for reverse sorting services. 

Although the Federal Circuit 
held one patent, the Freezing Pat-
ent, invalid, the Court upheld the 
jury’s finding that the remaining 
patents were valid based on the 
jury’s reasonable reliance on the 
testimony of XY’s expert witness. 
With respect to the Johnson 
patent, the Federal Circuit found 
that the jury reasonably relied 
on the testimony of XY’s expert 
that the Johnson patent did not 
contemplate any coordination 
in introducing fluids so as to aid 
the sperm in adapting at each 
transition between sorting stages. 

Turning its attention to the 
ongoing royalty awarded by the 
district court, the Federal Cir-
cuit found that the district court 
provided no reasoned basis for 
lowering the ongoing royalties 
awarded by the jury. Accordingly, 
the Federal Circuit vacated the 
district court’s ongoing royalty 
rate and remanded with instruc-
tions to recalculate the rate in 
accordance with those provided 
by the jury. 

David Taylor and Corinne 
Marie Pouliquen are partners 
with the law firm of Berenato 
& White, LLC in its Bethesda 
office. The firm concentrates 
its practice in the area of 
intellectual property law.
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BY  AMY HENNEN, MANAGING ATTORNEY CONSUMER AND HOUSING LAW, MARYLAND VOLUNTEER 
LAWYERS SERVICE (MVLS)

There is a quote of dubious 
provenance that says, “If 
you want to go fast, go alone. 

If you want to go far, go together.” 
Even though the quote is of ques-
tionable origin, the sentiment is 
still true. Working together can 
mean we can achieve great things.

Pro bono efforts brings out 
the best in private attorneys as 
well as legal service attorneys 
working separately, but we can 
do more when we collaborate. 
Working together can improve 
outcomes for clients and some-
times even change laws to create 
a more just society. One of the 
best examples of this kind of 
collaboration is the recent col-
lective work several attorneys 
throughout the state put into 
Smith v. Wakefield LP., 188 A.3d 
918 (2018). 

Ever since the Court of Ap-
peals decision in Tipton v. Part-
ner’s Management Co., 364 Md. 
419 (2001), many landlords 
included clauses that stated 
leases are contracts under seal 
and thus subject to a twelve year 
statute of limitations. Limited 
affordable housing stock makes 
locating quality housing difficult 
for low-income Marylanders. 
Tenants generally cannot ne-
gotiate to remove the specialty 
terms from leases when moving. 
Consequently, lawsuits filed more 
than three years after the tenant 
vacated exploited that power 
imbalance. It often meant that 
tenants no longer had evidence 
to counter any claims made 
by landlords and had to face 
garnishment or bankruptcy for 
an alleged debt more than a 
decade old. 

In 2017, Maryland Volunteer 
Lawyers Service (MVLS) encoun-
tered Mr. Smith at its Baltimore 
City Affidavit Judgment Docket 
Clinic. Mr. Smith met with clinic 
volunteer attorney Elva Tillman 
who assisted him in entering a 
defense to the suit filed seven 
years after he moved out of the 
property. The Holland Law Firm 
agreed to accept the pro bono 
case for full representation. After 
losing in the District Court, the 

Holland Law Firm decided to 
appeal the decision pro bono. 
The case eventually made it to the 
Court of Appeals. Along the way, 
Mr. Smith had several pro bono 
attorneys who worked together 
to represent him. These volunteer 
attorneys were able to ensure his 
case was the strongest it could be 
when the appeal was heard before 
the Court of Appeals. 

When the case was accepted 
for cert by the Court of Appeals, 
MVLS, the Public Justice Center 
and Maryland Legal Aid joined 
forces to write an amicus brief. 
They were able to focus on broad-
er landlord tenant issues and the 
injustices of an extended statute 
of limitations for collecting back 
rent. The organizations were able 
to use data from each of their 
programs to demonstrate the 
magnitude of the problem. Each 
organization had a different per-
spective based on when and how 
each organization represents ten-
ants making the arguments more 
robust and compelling. Working 
together ensured the amicus brief 
demonstrated the importance of 

Smith v. Wakefield to low-income 
Marylanders.

The result of this dynamic col-
laboration between the multiple 
pro bono attorneys and the three 
legal services agencies was the 
eventual decision by the Court of 
Appeals. The Court held:

“Actions for back rent under 
residential leases are subject 
to a three-year period of lim-
itations – as they have been 
for the past three centuries 
in Maryland – regardless of 
whether the lease includes 
provisions that purport to 
convert it into a contract 
under seal. To the extent that 
such provisions might be con-
sidered an agreement to mod-
ify the otherwise applicable 
period of limitations, such an 
agreement would be contrary 
to the State’s landlord-tenant 
law and unreasonable under 
the particular circumstances 
of this case.”
Because of this case, the stat-

ute of limitations is now three 
years, not the 12 years many land-
lords try to enforce. This means 
landlords can no longer wait five, 
seven or 10 years after a tenant 
moves out to pursue any back 
rent or other charges they claim is 
due. This decision is a major win 
for low-income renters.

The result in this case comes 
from several pro bono attorneys 
working together with legal ser-
vices agencies. It is a significant 
change in the landlord tenant 
landscape and is a significant 
improvement in the state of 
landlord tenant law before the 
decision. Because of this col-
laboration, everyone was able 
to go farther. This win is a giant 
step in the right direction, but 
much more work still needs to 
be done to fight for the rights of 
low-income renters in Maryland. 
Opportunities for pro bono in 
landlord tenant cases abound 
with a variety of legal service 
organizations in Maryland. Cases 
such as rent escrow, security de-
posits, and breach of lease can be 
found at MVLS’s Pro Bono Portal: 
mvlslaw.org/probonoportal. 

Collaboration is Key to 
Effective Pro Bono

Working 
together 
can improve 
outcomes for 
clients and 
sometimes 
even change 
laws to create 
a more just 
society.
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What sets us apart from the rest? At Gentry & Associates, we understand the impact of  using 
high-tech visuals in the courtroom.  Jim Gentry, a seasoned trial attorney with 35 years of  experience, 
combines his courtroom savvy with his expertise in creating attention-getting, high-tech visuals that win 
cases. Jim has sucessfully developed hundreds of  presentations for trial using timelines, charts, medical 
diagrams, animations, day-in-the-life videos, video depositions clips and more. Contact Gentry & 
Associates and we will work with you one-on-one to give you a competitive edge in the courtroom. 

“Innovative and imaginative, 
Jim’s help in creating a more 
visual trial has been 
invaluable. We will never go 
to trial without him.”
 
Julia Arfaa, 
Arfaa Law Group

“Jim worked for our firm as a 
trial attorney for years and 
now as a consultant. He not 
only enhances our cases, he 
has made us better trial 
lawyers.”

Paul Bekman,
Bekman, Marder & Adkins

“Jim’s visuals are compelling. 
It has become a necessary 
and valuable tool for trial 
attorneys.”

Judge Mickey J. Norman,
Circuit Court for Baltimore 
County 

Gentry & Associates, LLC
Litigation Technology Consultant

Phone: 443-604-6016    Email: gentryltc@gmail.com    Website: gentryltc.com    James Gentry, Esq.
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Volunteer Attorneys’ Critical Role in 
Campaign’s Success
BY SUSAN FRANCIS, DEPUTY DIRECTOR, MARYLAND VOLUNTEER LAWYERS SERVICE (MVLS)

One of the biggest issues that can result from a lack of estate planning, and, often, the corresponding lack of estate administration, is the legal ownership 
of property, and the impact this can have on the stability of local communities. This is especially true for real property. It is common, particularly in Baltimore 
City, for homeowners to die without an estate plan to dictate what happens to their house, and for the surviving family members to fail to have the 
necessary information, awareness and funds to administer the deceased homeowner’s estate.

These factors often result in 
situations where the intend-
ed or default beneficiary of 

the house – often a family mem-
ber who has been living there for 
years – is not the owner of record, 
and is therefore ineligible for 
certain property tax exemptions 
and home repair assistance.  For 
low-income individuals, this can 
be particularly devastating, at 
worst resulting in the complete 
loss of the property through tax 
sale.  Planning for the transfer of 

ownership to the next generation 
(or whomever the intended ben-
eficiaries may be), and ensuring 
such transfer of ownership actual-
ly takes place after someone dies, 
is vital for the stability of families 
and communities. 

My Home, My Deed, My Legacy
To address these challenges 
directly, Maryland Volunteer 
Lawyers Service (MVLS) and 
the Maryland Department of 
Housing and Community De-

velopment (DHCD) created a 
public awareness program to 
educate Maryland residents 
– especially low-income resi-
dents – about the importance of 
estate planning and the critical 
need to confirm their name is 
on the deed to their property. 
The campaign is designed to 
educate and inform the public 
about the estate administration 
process, the importance of wills 
and health care directives and 
steps to avoid probate. Residents 

now have several important 
tools available to them to access 
to estate planning resources, 
including an online information 
hub (myhomemydeed.org), a 
“Homeowner” hotline (443-451-
4066) and support from volunteer 
attorneys to walk them through 
the estate planning and deed 
confirmation process. 

The Important Role for Pro 
Bono Attorneys
In an effort to address the com-

mon lack of estate planning and 
estate administration in Balti-
more City and around the state, 
and the resulting community 
instability that can be caused 
by this, MVLS is hosting several 
clinics throughout Baltimore 
City. The clinics are designed 
to educate homeowners about 
the tremendous importance of 
estate planning, particularly 
with regard to the transfer of 

CONTINUED ON PAGE 19

Gain the skills to connect with 
every generation of your clients’ 
families through nationally 
recognized training from 21/64, 
hosted by the Baltimore Community 
Foundation.

TWO  
opportunities to 
up your game

2 East Read Street, 9th Floor  
Baltimore, Maryland 21202 
410-332-4171 | www.bcf.org

Two 
Leading to certification as 21/64 advisor

Tuesday May 14 – Wednesday May 15, 2019
Baltimore Community Foundation 

8th floor Levi Conference Room, 2 East Read St., Baltimore 21202

Details, registration and payment: www.2164.net/Baltimore 

O
“The Art of Asking Great Questions” for legal and financial professional advisors

Wednesday May 15, 2019

7:30 a.m. registration and networking
8:00 – 9:00 a.m. program  

Venable LLP, 750 East Pratt Street, Suite 900, Baltimore, MD 21202

To register, email rsvp@bcf.org or call 410-332-4172 ext 136
FREE with advance registration – space is limited

ONE HOUR PRESENTATION

TWO-DAY TRAINING

“My Home, My Deed, My Legacy” Program Empowers Homeowners to Plan 
for the Future by Confirming their Name is on the Deed to their Property, 
Ensuring Housing Stability for Future Generations

http://myhomemydeed.org
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Continuing Legal Education Opportunities

BY ANDREA TERRY, ESQ.

We’re almost into the warm 
days of summer with the newest 
presentation of 2019 Advanced 
Estate Planning Institute. Get 
the latest from experienced fac-
ulty on Nonjudicial Settlement 
Agreements, Maryland Fiduciary 
Income Tax, Post-Mortem Estate 
Planning Issues and Strategies 
and more! 

See below for more detail 
and go to msba.inreachce.com 
to register for any programs or 
their live concurrent webcast.

We’re excited to offer Best 
Interest Attorney Training on Fri-
day, May 31, 2019 at the Arundel 
Mills Campus in Hanover, MD. 
A new partnership with MSBA 
Continuing Legal Education De-
partment and The Legal Studies 
Institute at Anne Arundel Com-
munity College, hear experienced 
practitioners will cover crucial 
topics such as child development 
and access schedules, parenting 
coordination, custody evalu-
ations, interviewing children, 

representing your child client 
effectively, impact of family dys-
function, use of expert witnesses 
and more.  The training complies 
with Child Counsel and Custody 
Rules and Guidelines, Maryland 
Rule 9-205.1 and will offered as 
a live seminar and live webcast! 

For more information and to 
register, go to  msba.org/product/
best-interest-attorney-training.

VIDEO REPLAYS

• Civil Pre-Trial Practice - May 28, 2019, Baltimore and May 30, 2019, Rockville, MD 
• Advanced Business Law Institute - June 4, 2019, Baltimore and June 6, 2019, Rockville, MD

NEW & RECENT PUBLICATION UPDATES
(All titles available in print and electronically)

Now Available

Civil Pre-Trial Practice, 2019 Revised Edition (with 
downloadable forms)—The essential reference to civil 
practice beginning with the initial contact with a potential 
client up to trial. The author provides the “nuts and bolts” 
for handling a lawsuit, including legal research, service of 
process, discovery, settlement negotiations, pre-trial motions 
and trial preparation.

Pre-Sale Discounted Purchase Now Available:

Using & Drafting Trust in Estate Planning, 2019 Revised 
Edition—The 2019 Edition significantly revises Using & 
Drafting Trusts in Estate Planning. Much of this book focuses 
on specific trusts, what they are used for, how they fit into 
an estate plan, and the specific conditions governing each. 
The authors, experienced estate planning practitioners, have 
updated the book to include all of the relevant updated case 
law, IRS rulings, statutes, and regulations.

Civil Practice & Procedure in the District Court of Mary-
land, 2019 Edition—This new, updated book, published with 
the input and review of the District Court itself, provides 
the “nuts and bolts” for handling all aspects of a civil case in 
District Court. It is a handy, easy-to-follow guide for relatively 
new, experienced and all who practice in the District Court.
 
Criminal Practice & Procedure in the District Court of 
Maryland, 2019 Edition—This new, updated book, pub-
lished with the help and review of the District Court itself, 
provides the “nuts and bolts” for handling all aspects of a 
criminal case in District Court. It is a handy, easy-to-follow 
guide for relatively new, experienced and all who practice 
in the District Court.

Maryland Divorce & Separation Law, Tenth Edition—Last 
updated in 2009, this new, updated reference book is a com-
prehensive legal resource and practical guide that sets forth 
the legal principles and procedures for handling family law 
actions, including divorce, separation, child custody, child 
support, adoption and paternity matters, from the initial 
contact with a potential client through appeal. Updated by 
expert practitioners, it provides tips and forms and is an 
easy-to-follow guide on Family Law. 

Practice Manual for the Maryland Lawyer, Fifth Edi-
tion—This first update since the 2012 Fourth Edition brings 
the Practice Manual up to the minute! The best how-to-guide 
and fundamental reference on the essentials of Maryland 
law practice, the Practice Manual is the ultimate practical, 
nuts and bolts resource. Since 1981 it has served as both a 
cornerstone for new lawyers who are building real-world 
know-how and a touchstone for seasoned practitioners who 
trust its reliable, concise authority. Its two volumes include 
sixteen chapters covering key practice areas of law, with over 
1400 pages of practical information and how-to pointers from 
experienced, accomplished Maryland practitioners. The two 
volumes include more than 300 forms (there is an option to 

UPCOMING LIVE CLE PROGRAMS

Registration is open for:
• Advanced Estate Planning Institute | May 21, 2019 | Columbia, MD
• Child Counsel Training/Best Interest Attorney Training | May 31, 2019 | Hanover, MD
• Hot Topics in Elder Law - June 5, 2019 | Columbia, MD
• Are You Lawyering or Laboring? 7 steps to reduce interruptions & chores and run a 

highly productive law firm | June 18, 2019 | Live Webinar
• 2019 Using and Drafting Trusts in Estate Planning - June 19, 2019 | Columbia, MD
• 40 Hour Basic Mediation Training | September 23-27, 2019 | Baltimore, MD

Registration Opening Soon! 
• Family Practice Update - August 22, 2019 | Columbia, MD
• Workers’ Compensation Evening Series | Oct. 2, 10, 16, 23, 30, Nov. 6, 2019  | Columbia, 

MD
• Advanced Real Property Institute | November 7, 2019 | Columbia, MD
• Advanced Tax Institute | November 11-14, 2019 | Martin’s West Baltimore, MD

NEW ONLINE, ON-DEMAND

• Mindfulness as a Foundation for Ethical Lawyering - presented live January 16, 2019 
• Mental Health and the Law - presented live January 24, 2019 
• Family Law University - presented live February 7, 2019
• Recent Developments in Estate Administration - presented live March 12, 2019
• Appellate Practice in Maryland - presented live March 13, 2019
• Land Use Institute - presented live March 20, 2019
• New VA Wartime Pension Benefit Laws: It Finally Happened! - presented live March 

27, 2019

UPCOMING LIVE WEBCASTS

• Child Counsel Training/Best Interest Attorney Training - May 31, 2019 | 8:30 a.m. - 
4:00 p.m.

• Hot Topics in Elder Law - June 5, 2019 | 8:30 a.m. - 1:00 p.m.
• 2019 Using and Drafting Trusts - June 19, 2019 | 8:30 a.m. - 4:30 p.m. 
• Family Practice Update - August 22, 2019 | 8:30 a.m. - 1:00 p.m.

Additional information 
and online registration 
available at  
msba.inreachce.com

CONTINUED ON PAGE 19

Continuing Legal Education Department: Raising the Bar for Education

http://msba.inreachce.com
http://msba.org/product/best-interest-attorney-training
http://msba.org/product/best-interest-attorney-training
http://msba.inreachce.com
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BY LISA CAPLAN

We have all had people in our lives say things to us that are hurtful or treat us in a way that is not nice.  Whether it is someone close to you or a complete 
stranger, it’s understandable to internalize what they say or how they treat you, even believe it, or think we deserve the treatment and take ownership of it.  
We may blame ourselves for doing something or saying something wrong. We all can admit that at one time or another what someone has done or said to 
us has had an impact on how we feel about ourselves.  

But, why assume it’s you?  
Why not assume it is the 
other person?  Why are you 

taking this on?  I believe that if we 
don’t build a healthy self-esteem, 
then we take on what others say 
and how they treat us as our 
problem.  We don’t typically 
assume it is their problem, and 
that how they think and feel has 
nothing to do with us.  So, what 
do we do about it?  

Understand what Projection is:
• Projection is a defense 

mechanism that occurs 
when someone has a conflict 
between their  unconscious 
feelings and their conscious 
beliefs.  In order to deal with 
this conflict they place these 
feelings on someone else.  
It’s a way to trick themselves 
into thinking that  these 
undesirable feelings or traits  
belong to someone else and 
that they don’t need to take 

ownership for them. This is 
their way of externalizing 
the problem.  Projection also 
acts as a way to deal with 
insecurities by not dealing 
with them. This is often what 
motivates a bully.  

• Recognize that projecting 
emotions onto others is 
common and we all do it to 
some extent.  Any feeling can 
be projected onto another 
p erson .   W h en e ver  we 
have an internal conflict 
it is human nature to shift 
the uncomfortable feeling, 
subconsciously,  elsewhere.  

• During an interaction  you or 
someone else can be projecting 
feelings. Whether malice is 
intended or not, it can be very 
harmful.  Projecting  influences 
our thoughts and feelings, and 
can impact our self-esteem, 
make you doubt yourself, and 
feel crazy.

How to minimize the impact of 
projection:
• R e c o g n i z e  p r o j e c t i o n .  

Recognizing is always the 
first step in dealing with any 
problem. Once identified you 
can learn to protect yourself 
from it.  Look for language in 
others that use the word, “you”.  
For example.  You have been 
really edgy lately. You have been 
lazy.  Why don’t you lose some 
weight?  Why are you so fearful? 
Have you ever thought of... 
When you hear this language 
this might indicate you are 
being projected onto.

• Projections aren’t  facts. Just 
because someone says  it 
doesn’t make it true.

• Trust yourself.  Think about 
what the person is saying and 
objectively determine if it is 
true? Do you want to work on 
it or are you comfortable with 
who you are?  If you don’t like to 
fly that is ok. Own it. If you want 

to work on it then choose to. 
• D o n’ t  e n g a g e  a n d  s e t 

boundaries.  Once you realize 
that you are being projected 
onto, don’t argue. Remove 
yourself from the conversation 
by using an “I feel” statement, 
for example: “I feel concerned 
that you are talking to me 
like this and I’m not going to 
continue this conversation.”  
Walk away.  Arguing fuels the 
fire.  

• In one ear, out the other.  
Just because someone says 
something doesn’t mean 
you have to hold onto it and 
waste your energy engaging  
in conversations in your head, 
or with them. Let it go.  When 
you let it go you don’t give the 
other person anywhere to go 
with the conversation and it 
stops in its tracks.

• Evaluate why this person is 
in your life.  Is this a work 
relationship, your boss, 

friendship, romantic?  Evaluate 
what type of people you want 
in your life and decide what 
choices you have. Make 
changes if necessary.  It’s very 
empowering to look at your 
choices, and it will help build 
a healthy self-esteem.

For assistance, please contact 
the Lawyer Assistance Program 
for free, confidential counsel-
ing. We have a network of coun-
selors throughout Maryland. Jim 
Quinn, Director, (443) 703-3041, 
jim@msba.org; Lisa Caplan, 
LCSW-C, Associate Director, (443) 
703-3042, lisa@msba.org. 24/7 
Toll Free line 1(888) 388-5459.  

Lisa Caplan, LCSW-C has over 
20 years experience in her 
field, and extensive experience 
working with lawyers and 
judges in the areas of mental 
health, substance abuse and 
trauma.

MSBA Lawyer Assistance 
Program Wellness TipSheet

Don’t Assume it’s You
Building a healthy self-esteem by not taking on what others say or do

PROGRAM DETAILS ARE NOW AVAILABLE!  
VIEW AND REGISTER ONLINE AT  
MSBA.ORG/ANNUALMEETING

BIGGEST EVENT  
OF THE YEAR
FOR ALL MARYLAND LAWYERS MARYLAND STATE BAR ASSOCIATION

LEGAL SUMMIT & 
A N N U A L  M E E T I N G

2019
June 12-15, 2019 | Ocean City, MD
A great event for all members: Learning 
& networking for individuals, a team 
experience for colleagues and fun for 
vacationing families.

REGISTER NOW:  
PRICES INCREASE 
JUNE 1!

mailto:jim@msba.org
mailto:lisa@msba.org
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Whether you are a practicing law professional with years of experience or just beginning 
your law career, George Mason Mortgage has a loan program designed just for you!  
The Practicing Attorney’s Mortgage Program1,2 is a great home financing solution with manageable down 
payment requirements.

Benefits include: 
• Financing up to 100% of the home value
• Purchase Transactions and Rate Term Refinance
• Primary Residence Only
• No Mortgage Insurance
1Loan program is available in the following lending territories: VA, MD, DC, NC, SC, WV and PA.
2Available to qualified attorneys who have passed the Bar.  Primary source of qualifying income must be derived from the practice of law.

A Loan Program for Lawyers that Balances the Scales

ADVERTISING NOTICE – NOT A COMMITMENT TO LEND – SUBJECT TO PROGRAM AVAILABILITY. This is not a commitment to lend. All loan applications are 
subject to credit and property approval. Annual Percentage Rate (APR), programs, rates, fees, closing costs, terms and conditions are subject to change without notice 
and may vary depending upon credit history and transaction specifics. Other closing costs may be necessary. Flood and/or property hazard insurance may be required. 
To be eligible, buyer must meet minimum down payment, underwriting and program guidelines. 

For current rates and additional information, please contact Ruth or Melissa today!

Ruth Griel 
Senior Loan Officer 
NMLS#: 316546 
Phone:  (703) 259-0817 
Cell:      (703) 795-3107
Email:   rgriel@gmmllc.com 

Melissa Landon 
Senior Loan Officer 
NMLS#: 1398886 
Phone:  (703) 669-6682 
Cell:       (703) 868-8983
Email:    mlandon@gmmllc.com



16   |   BAR BULLETIN

In an effort to expand its practice areas and further its strategic growth, 
Maryland-based HWK Law Group has appointed attorney, Michelle 
Marzullo, Esq., as its newest team member.  Marzullo serves as outside 
general counsel for small to medium size businesses in diverse fields 
ranging from government subcontracting, tech & cyber security, health 
care, and service industries.

Maryland Volunteer Lawyers Service (MVLS), welcomed Cara 
Schaefer and Christina (Christie) Smith to the organization’s de-
velopment and communications teams. As MVLS’ new development 
manager, Schaefer will be responsible for supporting grant and direct 
mail initiatives, donor relations and fundraising activities, including 
MVLS’ annual “A Taste for Pro Bono” event and Giving Tuesday. In 
her role as communications and outreach manager, Smith will be 
responsible for increasing awareness of MVLS’ civil legal services by 
promoting and building relationships within underserved Maryland 
communities.

Send your latest news and updates for inclusion in 
Et Alia: BarBulletin@msba.org.

Christina (Christie) SmithMichelle Marzullo, Esq. Cara Schaefer

ET ALIA

Dateline
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 4

SERVICES
ECONOMIST: Lost income, benefits and life-care plans valued for 
personal injury, wrongful death and employment cases. University 
professor with extensive experience. DR. RICHARD B. EDELMAN, 
8515 Whittier Boulevard, Bethesda, MD 20817. (301) 469-9575 or (800) 
257-8626. References and vitae on request. Visa/MC. Please visit at: 
www.economic-analysis.com. 

CLASSIFIEDS

30  Learn how to help consumers fight back against auto related 
legal issues by attending Civil Justice’s newest free training - “Issue 
Spotting and Tackling Auto Related Legal Problems” on Thursday, May 
30th starting at 9:30 am, at the University of Maryland School of Law.  
The training will cover topics such as illegal repossession, warranties, 
car fraud, arbitration, and consumer protection violations, with a fo-
cus on practical practice tips.  Jane Santoni, Esq, a leading consumer 
attorney in Maryland with extensive experience litigating auto issues 
as well as other consumer issues, will be the presenter. To register, 
email Carrie McCully at cmccully@civiljusticenetwork.org.

31  Join the MSBA Continuing Legal Education Department and 
The Legal Studies Institute at Anne Arundel Community College 
for the newest presentation of Best Interest Attorney Training begin-
ning at 8:30am on Friday, May 31, 2019 at the Arundel Mills Campus 
in Hanover, MD! Experienced practitioners will cover crucial topics 
such as child development and access schedules, parenting coordi-
nation, custody evaluations, interviewing children, representing your 
child client effectively, impact of family dysfunction, use of expert 
witnesses and more.  For more information and/or to register please 
visit:  www.msba.org/BestAttorneyTraining.

Congratulations to the 2019  
Leadership in Law Honorees

Generation J.D. 
Honorees

Richard L. Adams, III
Rosenberg Martin Greenberg, LLP

Imoh Akpan
Franklin & Prokopik

Josephine M. Bahn
Federal Deposit Insurance Corporation

Emmanuel A. Fishelman
Antezana & Antezana, LLC

Henry E. Floyd, Jr.
Koonz McKenney Johnson DePaolis  

& Lightfoot, LLP

Tj Keilty
The Law Offices of Peter G. Angelos

Lauren E Lake
Gordon Feinblatt LLC

Holly Mirabella
CASH Campaign of Maryland

Angela Davis Pallozzi
Offit Kurman, P.A.

Indira K. Sharma
Saul Ewing Arnstein & Lehr LLP

Darryl L. Tarver
DLA Piper

2019 Lifetime 
Achievement 

Honorees
James B. Astrachan

Astrachan Gunst Thomas, P.C.

Herbert J. Belgrad
Tydings & Rosenberg LLP

Emmet C. Davitt
Office of the State Prosecutor

Valda Ricks
Baltimore City State’s Attorney’s Office

Leadership in Law 
Honorees

Sharonne R. Bonardi
Comptroller of Maryland

Michelle Bradford
Murphy & McGonigle

Kelby Brick
Maryland Governor’s Office of the Deaf

Oana Brooks
BROOKSLAW LLC

Benjamin H. Carney
Gordon, Wolf & Carney, Chtd.

Louise M. Carwell
Maryland Legal Aid

Sarah Cline
Shulman Rogers

Ryan J. Dymek
Law Office of Ryan J. Dymek, LLC

Matthew A.S. Esworthy
Bowie & Jensen, LLC

Sarah S. Gannett
Federal Public Defender for the District of 

Arizona

Deena Hausner
House of Ruth Maryland

The Honorable Nicole Pastore Klein
Baltimore City District Court

Steven M. Klepper
Kramon & Graham, P.A.

Colleen Pleasant Kline
Nelson Mullins

Andrew Lapayowker
Rosemore, Inc.

Kraig B. Long
Miles & Stockbridge

Kathleen McClernan
Williams, McClernan, & Stack LLC

Eric G. Orlinsky
Saul Ewing Arnstein & Lehr LLP

Marylin Pierre
Pierre & Associates

Jeremy D. Rachlin
Bulman, Dunie, Burke & Feld, Chtd.

David E. Ralph
Baltimore Gas and Electric

Diane L. Sengstacke
Sengstacke Law, LLC

Joyce Smithey
Smithey Law Group LLC

Robert Jay Weltchek
Weltchek, Mallahan & Weltchek

The Honorable Zuberi Bakari Williams
Maryland Judiciary

The MSBA is proud 
to be the Presenting 

Sponsor of the 
Annual Leadership 

in Law awards.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 17

mailto:BarBulletin@msba.org
http://www.economic-analysis.com
mailto:cmccully@civiljusticenetwork.org
http://www.msba.org/BestAttorneyTraining
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ing of LSC, in many jurisdictions 
90% or more of family cases and 
landlord-tenant cases involve 
unrepresented litigants, and legal 
aid providers must regularly turn 
away at least half of the eligible 
clients seeking their help. 

Established in 1974 by Con-
gress, LSC operates as an in-
dependent 501(c)(3) nonprofit 
corporation that promotes equal 

access to justice and provides 
grants for high-quality civil legal 
assistance to low-income Ameri-
cans. It is headed by a bipartisan 
board of directors whose 11 
members are appointed by the 
President and confirmed by the 
Senate. John Levi, a partner at 
Sidley Austin in Chicago, serves 
as the Board’s chairman.

LSC in the past two years has 
managed a jiu jitsu incompre-
hensible to the outside eye - not 
only has it fended off the threat 
of complete defunding success-
fully, but has actually managed 
to increase funding by $25M in 
this harsh climate.  

But how?  It’s secret is that is 
has worked tremendously hard 
to cultivate strong support with 
Congressional members from 
both sides of the aisle, the private 
bar, with business leaders and 
corporate counsel and even with 
unexpected figures, like sports 
authority, Jim Harbaugh - who 
is outspoken about the value of 
civil legal aid (no, really).

A great showcase of this was 
LSC’s recent Forum on Increas-
ing Access to Justice on April 9, 
which united leaders from many 
different sectors of the legal 
profession to issue a clarion call 
for increased funding and vocal 
support for access to civil justice.  

Rep. Susan W. Brooks (R, IN-5) 
and Rep. Joseph P. Kennedy III 
(D, MA-4), who co-founded the 
bipartisan Congressional Access 
to Legal Services Caucus, deliv-
ered remarks. They were joined 
by ABA President Robert Carlson 
and Georgetown Law Dean Wil-
liam M. Treanor.  Additionally, 
the day involved a discussion 
of the importance of legal aid 

to American business, which 
boasted LSC Leaders Council 
Co-Chair Kenneth C. Frazier, 
Chairman and Chief Executive 
Officer of Merck & Co., Inc.; David 
M. Rubenstein, Co-Founder and 
Co-Executive Chairman of The 
Carlyle Group; and Amazon Inc. 
General Counsel David Zapolsky.  
The day was capped with a recep-
tion at the United States Supreme 
Court, where Supreme Court 
Justice, Elena Kagan, roused the 
audience with an impassioned 
speech about the importance of 
civil legal aid to sustaining the 
rule of law and more broadly, 
American democracy.

Over the next two days, the 
ABA organized their Lobby Days 
on the Hill, where they brought 
together delegations from across 
the country to lobby their mem-
bers of Congress on two issues, 
one of which was increased fund-
ing for LSC.  The Access to Justice 
Commission joined MSBA lead-
ership to advocate for increased 
funding for civil legal aid.  Our 
delegation met personally with 
Sen. Cardin, Sen. Van Hollen and 
Rep. Brown and staff of other U.S. 
Representatives from Maryland 
to advocate for increased funding 
for LSC and continued support 
for public interest loan forgive-
ness programs.

LSC remains optimistic about 
congressional support for its 
funding and has submitted its 
own 2020 budget request for 
$593 million. This is an increase 
over last year’s request of $564.8 
million.  “I believe that the bipar-
tisan support LSC has enjoyed in 
Congress for almost 45 years will 
continue long into the future,” 
said LSC President Jim Sandman. 

“We are grateful that Congress 
recognizes LSC’s vital impor-
tance in ensuring equal access 
to justice and has increased our 
funding in each of the last two 
fiscal years.”

We need to replicate the effort 
LSC has mounted on a national 
scale in Maryland.  In Maryland, 
we do not meet 80% of the de-
mand for legal services in that 
state. We only have 1.49 attorneys 
for every 10,000 low-income 
people that need assistance and 
our legal services organizations 
are constantly stretched and 
underfunded.  The Maryland 
Access to Justice Commission is 
actively studying national models 
to replicate in Maryland so that 
we can ensure broad bi-partisan 
political and corporate support 
for more robust funding for civil 
legal aid in the state.  

As part of this effort, the Com-
mission will be bringing together 
corporate counsel from CareFirst 
BlueCross BlueShield, Marriott 
and Allegis at the MSBA Legal 
Summit and Annual Meeting to 
be on a panel entitled “How the 
Lack of Access to Justice Hurts 
Maryland Business.”  The panel 
will take place on Friday, June 
14 from 11:30am to 12:30pm. 

LSC in the past two years has managed 
a jiu jitsu incomprehensible to the 
outside eye.“

Dateline
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 16

Funding LSC
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5  Join the MSBA Elder Law and Disability Rights Section for the 
newest presentation of 2019 Hot Topics in Elder Law, on Wednesday, 
June 5th at the Loyola Graduate Center in Columbia, MD.  Get the 
latest from experienced faculty on New Estates and Trusts Laws with 
Emphasis on How the New Elective Share Law May Affect Medicaid 
Planning, Supported Decision Making – a New Approach to Surro-
gate Decisions, the latest changes affecting Medicare and Medicaid 
and more!  For more information and/or to register please visit:  
www.msba.org/ElderLawTopics.

7 11th Annual Veterans’ Legal Assistance Conference - Designed for 
lawyers, law students, veterans, policymakers and other service pro-
fessionals, this annual conference provides a forum for discussion of 
critical legal issues facing our veterans.  It features substantive panels 
on hot topics in veterans law and also offers training to volunteer 
lawyers who commit to provide pro bono assistance to veterans in 
need.  For more information and registration: www.probonomd.org/
veteransconference.

8  Pro Bono Resource Center of Maryland run for Justice beginning 
at 8:30am at Meadowood Regional park in Lutherville-Timonium.   
For more information and registration:  
pbrc.redpodium.com/runforjustice2019.

12-15  MSBA Legal Summit & Annual Meeting.  Join us beginning 
at 12pm on Wednesday, June 12, 2019 for pre-conference workshops, 
KeyNote speakers, including former United States Deputy Attorney 
General Rod Rosenstein, Attorneys General Brian Frosh & Karl Ra-
cine, and CNN Chief Legal Analyst Jeffrey Toobin.  Earn up to 15+ CLE 
credits with the surrounding MCLE states, and find programs for your 
sector of the profession, your practice area, and your career stage.  For 
more details and to register, please check out the program available at 
www.msba.org/AnnualMeeting.

13  Join us at the Maryland Bar Foundation Annual Meeting to hear 
about the activities of the Foundation, and the grants awarded during 
the year.  We also induct new Fellows and present the H. Vernon Eney 
Endowment Award and the Edward F. Shea Jr. Professionalism Award..  
For more information or to register please visit:  www.msba.org/MB-
FAnnualMeeting.

18  The MSBA CLE Department presents:  Are you Lawyering 
or Laboring?  7 steps to reduce interruptions & chores and run a 
highly productive law firm.  This live webinar by Maddy Martin 
begins at 1pm.  For more information or to register please visit:  
www.msba.org/LawyeringorLaboring.

19  Join the MSBA for the newest presentation of 2019 Using & Draft-
ing Trusts in Estate Planning, on Wednesday, June 19, 2019 at Loyola 
Graduate Center in Columbia, MD! The program will focus on specific 
trusts, what they are used for, how they fit into an estate plan, and the 
specific conditions governing each. The authors, experienced estate 
planning practitioners, will present on chapters of the book that will 
include all of the relevant updated case law, IRS rulings, statutes, 
and regulations.  For more information or to register please visit: 
www.msba.org/EPTrusts.

http://www.msba.org/ElderLawTopics
http://www.probonomd.org/veteransconference
http://www.probonomd.org/veteransconference
http://pbrc.redpodium.com/runforjustice2019
http://www.msba.org/AnnualMeeting
http://www.msba.org/MBFAnnualMeeting
http://www.msba.org/MBFAnnualMeeting
http://www.msba.org/LawyeringorLaboring
http://www.msba.org/EPTrusts
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“

We Speak Your Language
Experience unlimited access to our in-house legal counsel

and an unrivaled level of personal service.

Now offering Signature Services
for Attorneys in the following areas:

Online IOLTA
Account Access

Receiverships Debtor in
Possession Accounts

Homeowners
Associations

Deposit Account
Control Agreements

ICS - FDIC Insurance  
for Funds Over $250,000

1031
Exchanges

Escrow
Account Services Trusts Estates Guardianships

To learn more about how we can assist with your needs contact:
Andrea Colender at 410.260.2081 or acolender@severnbank.com
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CLE Publications
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 13

purchase the book with downloadable forms) to give you a valuable 
head start on drafting almost every basic practice document.

2019 Replacement Pages to Maryland Civil Pattern Jury In-
structions, Fifth Edition—The NEW 2019 Replacement Pages for the 
Fifth Edition replace ALL Pages in the Fifth Edition and is Maryland’s 
most authoritative source of impartial, accurate statements of the 
law using easy-to-understand language. The 2019 update brings this 
valuable work up to the minute with brand new and revised instruc-
tions, updated commentary, new case law, and statutory references.

Recent Publication Updates

• Intellectual Property for Maryland Business and Litigation Lawyers: 
What You Need to Know but Didn’t Know to Ask, Second Edition

• Model Jury Selection Questions for Maryland Criminal & Civil Trials 
• The Maryland Rules of Evidence Pocket Edition, 2018
• Appellate Practice for the Maryland Lawyer:  State and Federal, 5th 

Edition
• Pleading Causes of Action in Maryland, 6th Edition

Order your copies today at msba.inreachce.com

homeownership at death.  
The first clinic was held 

on March 21 at the Langston 
Hughes Community Center in 
Park Heights. Eight volunteer 
attorneys worked with more than 
21 pro bono clients to create their 
estate plans, identify structures 
for avoiding probate and how to 
navigate estate administration 
issues, if applicable. In addition to 
the legal counseling the attorneys 
provided that evening, attorneys 
will assist these clients through 
full representation for estate 
planning, tools for avoiding 
probate like life estate deeds, and 
other deed related issues.

The remaining 2019 clinic 
schedule includes: 
• June 18 at the Arch Social Club 

at 2426 Pennsylvania Ave. in 
Baltimore

• August 15 at the 29th Street 
Community Center at 300 E 
29th St. in Baltimore

• October 3 at the Enoch Pratt 
Free Library – Southeast 
Anchor Branch at 3601 Eastern 
Ave. in Baltimore

To volunteer at any of the 
clinics, visit  mvlslaw.org/events.  
You can also visit the MVLS Pro 
Bono Portal to see what estate 
and deeds cases are ready for 
placement at mvlslaw.org/pro-
bonoportal.  You do not need 

to be an estates or real property 
attorney to volunteer at the clinic 
or accept these types of cases.  
MVLS provide on-site training at 
the clinics and has staff attorneys 
to assist with any questions.  In 
addition, MVLS has templates, 
mentors and training materials 
available for any volunteer that 
needs some extra guidance.   If 
you have questions about this 
campaign, you can contact Susan 
Francis, MVLS Deputy Director, 
at sfrancis@mvslaw.org or 443-
451-4084.

Legal Services Promoting 
Estate Planning in Maryland
MVLS is one of several organiza-
tions that offer legal services to 
those in need of estate planning 
and estate administration legal 

assistance.  In addition to MVLS’ 
efforts, the Pro Bono Resource 
Center (PBRC) and Senior Le-
gal Services (SLS) offer estate 
planning clinics in Baltimore 
City and PBRC and Community 
Legal Services offer similar clin-
ics in Prince Georges County.  
In addition, PBRC and SLS are 
launching life estate deed clinics 
this summer. 

As the legal services com-
munity has come to appreciate 
how important estate planning, 
avoiding probate and deed issues 
are to housing and community 
stability, we encourage the pri-
vate bar to join us in our efforts 
to keep Maryland residents in 
their homes and communities 
thriving throughout the state. 

My Home, My Deed
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 12

410.337.8900  |  www.frankelderlaw.com

Frank, Frank& Scherr, LLC
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––
Experts in Elder Law, Estate and Special Needs Planning

R

You can trust 35+ years 
of experience protecting lawyers.

The MSBA Recommended 
Lawyer’s Professional Liability Carrier

Put your trust in the carrier 
created by lawyers, 
run by lawyers, 
exclusively serving lawyers.

Protecting Your Practice is Our Policy.®

• Works exclusively with lawyers professional 
liability insurance

• Specializes in solo to mid-size firms
• Returned over $60 million in profits to 

policyholders since 1988
• Offers an array of services to mitigate risks

Get a fast quote today!
www.mlmins.com
or contact Kay Kenny
443-955-4829  or  kkenny@mlmins.com

June 13, 2019, 4-7pm
Lighthouse Sound | Ocean City, MD

MSBA.org/MBFAnnualMeeting

A CelebrAtion of new fellows And AwArd reCipients

M A R Y L A N D  B A R  F O U N D AT I O N

ANNUAL MEETING
M A R Y L A N D  B A R  F O U N D AT I O N

ANNUAL MEETING

MARYLAND 
BAR FOUNDATION
IN  PARTNERSHIP WITH MSBA

http://msba.inreachce.com
http://mvlslaw.org/events
http://mvlslaw.org/probonoportal
http://mvlslaw.org/probonoportal
mailto:sfrancis@mvslaw.org
http://MSBA.org/MBFAnnualMeeting
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When an applicant’s character
is under scrutiny, this question
may be more difficult than any
contained on the bar exam.

Bar applicants have the burden of
proving their fitness to practice law.

ThatThat’s where we come in.

BARADMIT.COMATTORNEYGRIEVANCES.COM

Our victories don’t make headlines.

Our clients don’t boast about our work.

But, behind the scenes, lawyers have
trusted our responses for years.

How will you
respond?

410.581.0070
THE LAWYER’S LAWYERS

KRAMER &
CONNOLLY
KRAMER &
CONNOLLY
KRAMER &
CONNOLLYX
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